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Reflection
18th February - In 1564 this day saw the death of Michelangelo
Buonarroti, one of the greatest artists, architects and sculptors
who ever lived. He was commissioned to paint the ceiling and
one of the walls in the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican, Rome (the
chapel in which the cardinals gather to elect a new pope).
Michelangelo was the architect of part of the massive church of
St Peter’s, Rome, and he designed its great dome.
Michelangelo thought of himself mainly as a sculptor. Two of his
most famous pieces of sculpture are ‘David’ (in Florence) and
‘the Pieta’ in St Peter’s (the dead Jesus in his mother’s arms).
Michelangelo often saw potential in things that others did not see. On one occasion he was seen to
be studying carefully what others simply saw as a large block of marble, and someone asked him just
what he was doing. He was looking at the grain of the marble and its strengths, and he said: “I can
see an angel imprisoned in the marble, and I must set it free.” He began the long and skilled job of
carving a beautiful angel out of that stone.
The story is a reminder that some people only see things as useless; others see beauty and potential.

Prayer
God our Father,
give us the power of your Spirit
that we may see and love in others
what you see and love in them.
We want to see the positive in people
and bring out the best in each other.
It’s easy to say that,
but not always easy to live it out,
and so we ask youto help and inspire us
to live as you would like us to livet his day.
Amen.
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School
9 Centre Dandenong Road
CHETENHAM VIC 3192

http://www.prayingeachday.org/reflect.html
Telephone: 9584 9488
Email: principal@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au

Dear Families,
I am grateful to families who attended the Opening Mass and
blessing of OLA candles for this school year. This Mass was
prepared with much care and thought by Fr Alan and Mrs Taig.
It was lovely to receive such positive feedback from
parishioners about how prayerful and respectful our students
were at Mass. It was great to have so many of us together and
we encourage families to continue to join us in prayer and for
Masses throughout the year.
After school on Friday 7 February we had a wonderful breeze coming off the bay, fantastic
acoustic music and an evening full of activities and fun for the kids on the oval. Many thanks to
Martin McDonnell and Elena Ricciutti for the seamless coordination of the Welcome Picnic for
2020. Thank you also to Alyshia and the OSH Club Team for sponsoring the evening and
providing ice-poles and activities for the children. It was great to see so many families and staff
members supporting this first function for the year.

What a surprise I received when Prep KM delivered a
special Valentine’s Day card to my office on Friday.
Thank you Kirsten and all Preps for my lovely card which
is displayed proudly on the wall in my office.

Child Safety
At the OLA School Advisory Council (OSAC) Meeting last night we recapped on our Child
Safety Policy, Code of Conduct, Child Protection Reporting Procedure etc. and we
developed our very own Child Safety Statement. This statement reinforces our
commitment to creating an environment where the safety and wellbeing of students remains
paramount.
All students attending Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School have the
right to feel safe and be safe. The highest possible standard of care, safety and
wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within
our school community.

2 Weeks at a Glance
Week 5
SWELL Focus - Cooperation & Teamwork
Tuesday 25 February

9.15am - School Tours
Shrove Tuesday (P&F Pancakes)

Wednesday 26 February

9.15am - Ash Wednesday Mass - All welcome

Thursday 27 February

7.30am - Swim Squad
1.00pm - Early student dismissal
1.30pm - 8.00pm - Parent/Teacher meetings
in Brigid Hall
2.30pm - Level Lenten Prayer Service
9-11am - Grade 5/6 Summer Interschool
Sports (home game)

Friday 28 February

Week 6
SWELL Focus - My Strengths & Challenges
Wednesday 4 March

9.15am - 1/2ST Parish Mass
7.00pm - Prep Parent/Child Workshop

Thursday 5 March

9.15am - 5NC Class Mass
9.15am & 6.00pm - School Tours

Friday 6 March

2.30pm - Level Lenten Prayer Service
9-11am - Grade 5/6 Summer Interschool
Sports (away game)

Congratulations to our leaders for 2020. May you shine in your roles this year and grow in
responsibility, confidence, organisation and being a member of a team.

Grade 6 Leaders
Year Six Leadership Roles 2020
School Captains - Finn Mc, Xander T, Cadence F, Ella O
MacKillop (Gold)
House Leaders
Callum C
Thomas Mc
Tiffany B
Lara G
Community Leaders

Ray L
Emily O
Sebastian S
Daniel W
Emily M
Liam T
Gabriel P
Lana J
Jackson G

Lourdes (Red)
House Leaders
Jacob W
George M
Bailey B
Ella W
Social Justice
Leaders
Matilda L
Ally S
Olivia C
Zac S
Connor H
Nicholas V
Visual Arts
Leaders
Sia S
Lucas T
Tristan C

Brigid (Blue)
House Leaders
Kalen R
Isha G
Maddie V
Georgette L
Technology
Leaders
Ollie H
Todd H
Finbar Mc
Marcus S
Ronan M
Tommy V
iSea iCare
Ambassadors
Aiden F
Ruby H
Tobias M
Amelia N

Fatima (Green)
House Leaders
Cooper A
Chris Z
Indiana D
Alex I
Sustainability
(WOW) Leaders
Daniel A
Javi C
Grace T
Saskia B
Performing Arts
Leaders
Michael P
Eloise H
Phillipe A
Jasmine P
Matilda C

SRC Leaders
PKM
1/2ST
1/2ET
1/2CM

Michael M
Rose L
Charlotte B
Ollie W
Jess G
Annabelle E
Abbey M
Joe C

3MC

Molly Mc
Lucas W

3MV

Connor W
Maggie F

4JD

Ashton B
Elenni B

4SE

Mietta D
Alexander B

4/5FL

Aisla R
Oliver F

5NC

Elijah H
Emily G

5FJ

Macy G
Josh M

6MB

Michael P
Olivia C

6GO

Phillipe A
Isha G

Assemblies
Whole school assemblies are held every second Monday afternoon (even weeks) and take place
in the hall at 2.30pm. Our first assembly held on Monday 17 February was a great example of
student leadership and celebration. The aim of these assemblies is to come together, share and
celebrate our learning with the wider community, pray, communicate upcoming events, and
celebrate individual and group successes. Each class has the opportunity to showcase their
‘learning’ to the community via these assemblies throughout the year. If your child receives an
award you will be contacted prior to the assembly. We appreciate help in packing away the chairs
at the end of the assembly. We welcome all members of the family to be present at the
assemblies. We ask parents of younger children that they remain seated throughout the assembly
and if they become unsettled either through tears or tiredness, we kindly ask you to please take
them outside for a breath of fresh air and a change of scenery and return to join us. These
considerate actions are of great support to the students as they grow in confidence in speaking
and presenting in front of a large audience.

Newsletters
I thank Alicia Robertson in our Front Office not only for being the warm and welcoming face of
OLA but I also thank her for her preparation and presentation of our school newsletter. School
newsletters are a great platform to celebrate all that is good at OLA. This year we are going to
send out our newsletter fortnightly on a Wednesday afternoon. We will alternate weeks between
the Newsletter (starting next week will be odd weeks) and the Whole School Assembly (even
weeks). If you are contributing to the newsletter I ask that you have given your item to Alicia by
Monday morning 9.00am.

Wish List
Each year the Parent and Friends Association (P&F) plays an important role in the life of our
school. This group organises events throughout the year that focus on community building and
fun. The P&F are also involved in social/fundraising activities that assist in improving educational
resources of the school, for example, Fete. To this point I gather ideas from the staff, students and
parents about what project/s we will focus on for the year. All ideas are welcome and I invite you
to please share your ideas with the P&F and OSAC representatives. I thank Martin McDonnell and
his team in advance for helping to build and strengthen our positive school community.

Parent/Teacher Meetings
We strongly encourage all families to make a time to meet with their child/ren’s classroom
teacher/s. Three great questions can often include, “Is my child happy? What is my child doing
well at? What can we do at home to support my child’s learning?”
Please see page 13 of this newsletter for instructions on how to book a time.

Growth Mindset
At OLA we are focused on
promoting a Growth Mindset. If you
are looking for some books that
promote this at home, I encourage
you to look into the following 17
children’s books recommended by
selfsufficientkids.com

Working Bees
We are excited to be having our first working bee this Saturday 22 February 9.00-11.00am and
we look forward to as many families as possible joining us. We have over 50 families rostered to
this Working Bee:

Andronico
Mavroudis
Alessi
Moran
Vohra
Beilin
Ferrari
McBride
James
Thapa
Canas
Rutkowski
Famelos

Splawa-Neyman
Clancy
Melican
Morina
Reiter
Vogl
Charters-Wood
Green
Kouchakdjian
McSwiggan
Rogers
Zoraja
Falkland

Smith
Tanfara
Verna
Balestra
Dickson
Hollier
Massis
O’Hara
Seguel
Turner
Baptist
Geraridis
Holborn

Murray (Catherine)
Salter
De Gregorio
Poggi
Oule
Bevan
Bourandanis
Jansz
Liang
Lawlor
Malone-Marty
Kelk
Williamson

If your name is not here and you are available, feel very welcome to join us. Please note that
each family is expected to attend at least one Working Bee per year. Children are welcome to
attend. Our focus this Working Bee will be on topping up the bark/mulch. Please bring
wheelbarrows, shovels and rakes. There are very few tools here at school so we need our
volunteers to bring along favourite tools and remember to please label them. So that we can
maximise the work achieved in the morning, we will assign jobs, if you have a preference for
something please let us know. Drinks and a barbecue will be provided at the completion of the
Working Bee. I thank Tim Dressing and Matthew Gamble for supporting me with the
management and organisation of the Working Bees in 2020.

Term 1
Saturday 22 February
9.00am - 11.00am

Term 2
Sunday 26 February
12.30pm - 2.30pm

Term 3
Saturday 1 August
9.00am - 11.00am

Term 4
Sunday 8 November
12.30pm - 2.30pm
(Pre-Fete prep)

Andronico
Mavroudis
Alessi
Moran
Vohra
Beilin
Ferrari
McBride
James
Thapa
Canas
Rutkowski
Famelos
Splawa-Neyman
Clancy
Melican
Morina
Reiter
Vogl
Charters-Wood
Green
Kouchakdjian
McSwiggan
Rogers
Zoraja
Falkland
Smith
Tanfara
Verna
Balestra
Dickson
Hollier
Massis
O’Hara
Seguel
Turner
Baptist
Geraridis
Holborn
Murray (Catherine)
Salter
De Gregorio
Poggi
Oule
Bevan
Bourandanis
Jansz
Liang
Lawlor
Malone-Marty
Kelk
Williamson

Watkins
Wade
Bianchi
Monotti
Crawford
O’Keeffe
Ward
Campos Vilalba Moreira
Holland
Michael (Mia)
Kapogiannatos
Wangondu
Giacobello
Giles
Bradley
Koukoumanos
Mandic
Picinic
Bogicevic
Hayden
Loridas
Murray (Ellie)
Wicken
Derricott
Frukhtman
Kolodziej
Pitara
Ricciuti
Christopher
Harwood
Krommidas
Michael (Josh)
Samaras
Corcoran
Gamble
Luxmoore
Pryor (Harvey)
Solomon
Tregoning
Campos
Fenwick
Juggins
McDonnell
Price
Stefanopoulos
Wise
Brown
Gillbee
Humphreys
Martin
Papadopoulos
Tsaousidis

Enriquez
North
Jordan
Prosser
Webster
Daviotis
Kirstein
Morel
McMillan
Wright
Morris
Straford
Dressing
Lang
O’Connor
Prout
Bovopoulos
Hoult
McLeod
O’Haire
Adams
Doensen
Georgiou
Power
Stankovic
Babbar
Fraser
Kalabakas
Lewin
O’Shannessy
Schonewille
Curry
Gotfredson
Mathias
Reay
Soltan
Tsianakas
Antoniadis
Chadwick
Fernando
Lai Cheong
McGuire
Pryor (Gabriel)
Teuma
Zahopoulos
Cleur
Haber
Ipsaros
Mitchell
Rajakaruna
Valeondis
Wickenton

Hansen
Manfre
Wood
Maillard
Shannon
Dharma
Leo Richard
Natilli
Rumsey
White
Fernandes
Letelier
O’Donnell
Saigal
Bustin
Kenny
Polino
Campbell
Fedrick
Leskie
Raymant
Van Duynhoven
Bate
Gleeson
Kett
Madaffer
iPinzone
Sustek
Etienne
Hoskin
Mayne
Rigoni
Sullivan
Tuke
Athaide
Chung
Gurung
Lambert
McNamara
Schaffer
Timothy-Wordsworth
Armistead
Comazzetto
Hill
Lamb
Neuweck
Sellick
Velaoros
O’Meara
Sotos
Volwerk
Warner-Sheers

Open Days
We welcome all new families, friends and neighbours to come along and visit the school on our
open days this year. Please let your friends and neighbours know about these dates - the best
advertising for our school is YOU! Please note that enrolment applications are required for
siblings - please submit as soon as possible.

Kinder Visits
Last week I sent out the OLA School Tours flyer and a letter of welcome to local kinder students
and their families. Over the next week or two we will be visiting the Directors and Managers of
our local kindergartens to introduce ourselves and build stronger connections. We will provide a
postcard with dates of school tours and some information about our great school for the 3 and 4
year old kinder students to take home to their families. If you are connected to a kinder and
would like to help make these connections easier please call me at school on 9584 9488.

Child Safety, Morning Procedures and Gates
School hours are between 8.45am and 3.15pm
Children are welcome to arrive from 8.30am - we are working on having classroom doors
open at 8.30am sharp for families to accompany their child/ren into class and be greeted by
the classroom teacher
The gate between the senior building and the front office is locked at 8.45am
If your child arrives after 8.45am please accompany them into the office and sign them in as
the role is completed by teachers at 8.45am, just prior to the whole school mediation
Parents are welcome to join mediation in classrooms at approximately 8.45am and as a
whole school we all stop and be still during this time. We ask parents to be aware that the
classroom teacher takes the role at 8.45am when the bell goes so they are not able to
continue conversations at this point. If you need to chat further please make another time to
meet
If you are not staying for meditation we ask that you make your way out of the school
buildings and out of eye and ear shot of the students to minimise distractions at this calm and
quiet time.

Early Departures
We ask that early departures are kept to a minimum as this interrupts student learning both for
your child, the teacher and the rest of the class. If there is an exception and your child needs to
depart early please use the new Passtab system and the staff in the office will call for your child
to make their way to the office. We are keen to minimise interruptions and conversations with
teachers and classes during this time.
Thank you in advance for your understanding in keeping your child/ren safe and our focus on the
learning.

Time to Rest
I encourage families to minimise after school and weekend commitments especially in Term 1
and especially for the junior students. It really is important to factor in some time to rest and
recharge, to ensure the children are in the best capacity to learn and manage the day to day life
of school. 'Holding it all together' during the regular school hours can be exhausting, so please
ensure that your children are early to bed and that they have time to just to be.
We look forward to our final session of swimming tomorrow for our Prep to Grade 4 students.
We hope the children involved are feeling even more confident about being in and around
water. This program could not have happened without the commitment and support of our PE
teacher Liz Thompson, classroom teachers and parent helpers. Thank you everyone.
Enjoy the week ahead.
Richard Jacques
Principal

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Term 1 2020
February 2020
20 Thursday
21 Friday
22 Saturday
25 Tuesday

26 Wednesday
27 Thursday

28 Friday

Swim Squad 7.30am
Reconciliation Parent/Child Workshop 7.00pm
Senior School Interschool Sport
Working Bee 9.00-11.00am
Swim Squad 7.30am
Shrove Tuesday
School Tours 9.15am
Ash Wednesday Mass 9.15am
Swim Squad 7.30am
Student Dismissal 1.00pm
Parent Teacher Interviews 1.30pm - 8.00pm
Level Lenten Prayer Service 2.30pm

March 2020
2 Monday
4 Wednesday
5 Thursday

6 Friday
9 Monday
10 Tuesday
11 Wednesday
12 Thursday

13 Friday

17 Tuesday
18 Wednesday

District Swimming (Mentone Grammar School) 9.00am
1/2ST Parish Mass 9.15am
Prep Parent/Child Workshop 7.00pm
5NC Class Mass 9.15am
School Tours 9.15am
School Tours 6.00pm
Level Lenten Prayer Service 2.30pm
Labour Day Public Holiday
Advanced Life School Photos
Kingston Division Swimming Carnival 8.45am
Reconcilation 6.30pm & 7.30pm
5FJ Class Mass 9.15am
School Tours 9.15am
Reconciliation 6.30pm
Ride 2 School Day
Summer Lightening Premiership
Lenten Level Prayer Service
Have a ball day
Culture Classrooms Incursion
Convicts & Captains Middle School Incursion
1/2CM Parish Mass Visit
School Tours 9.15am

Religious Dimensions

Sacramental Program at OLA
If you have a child in grades 4-6 who has not received the sacraments of Reconciliation or First
Communion and you are interested in them doing so in 2020, could you please contact Caitlan Taig
by the end of this week. There will be an opportunity for the interested families and students to
prepare and participate in the sacraments with the current Grade 3 students.

Reconciliation
Our first Parent/Child Workshop of the week is scheduled for this week. On Thursday 20th February,
we invite all Grade 3 students and their parents to meet in the Church at 7pm.
On this night we will listen to the importance of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, listen to stories of
forgiveness, and share our own ideas about what this means for us.

Caitlan Taig
Religious Education Leader

Religious Dimensions

2020 Masses in preparation for the celebration of First
Eucharist and Confirmation (Focus Masses)
You may have noticed that the First Eucharist and Confirmation Focus Masses were
removed from the school calendar. Although the Sacramental program remains of high
importance within our Parish and therefore our school, we feel that mandating Mass
attendance is not the culture we wish to promote.
In saying this, the celebration of the Sacraments is an experiential practice, and children
will receive more from their preparation if they attend Mass with their families; this
augments our Mass attendance as classes and as a whole school. Only by attending Mass
will we and our children fully understand the importance of the rituals, symbols and
traditions of our worshiping community, and indeed our Church.
In short, despite the title ‘Focus Mass’ being removed from the calendar, our families
remain an important part of our Parish through involvement in the school. You are always
more than welcome, and are strongly encouraged, to attend a Mass that suits you best. We
have a wonderful community and we as school are endeavouring to play our part in the life
of our Parish.

Caitlan Taig
Religious Education Leader

2020 SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS
Due to us going over to a new computer system we apologise for the delay of accounts being sent
out, be rest assured they will be emailed to you very soon.
As Term 1 fees are due by 21 February we will be happy for this to be received by 28 February due
to the delay of statements
If you are having any difficulties please do not hesitate to contact Richard Jacques (Principal)
on 9584 9488 or Fr Alan Fox on 9583 6161.

Parent/Teacher Interviews
Parent/Teacher interviews will be held on Thursday 27th February
from 1:30-8pm. Interviews are strictly 10 minutes and will be held in
Brigid Hall.
Please note the following was sent out on Caremonkey on Thursday 13th February:
Dear Parents/Families,
Unfortunately, we have had to reset the Parent/Teacher Interview bookings. I apologise for this; I forgot to
schedule time for a staff dinner break. Unfortunately, this means you will need to rebook your appointments, as
the old ones have had to be cancelled. As you can imagine, we will remember this the next time we ask you to
make a booking.
Please log in using the new code - xwunw to rebook your appointments.
Thank you for your understanding.
Caitlan Taig
Deputy Principal
Thank you to the many people who have rebooked their appointments.
If you are still yet to book/rebook, please follow the instructions below:

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au

Enter the code

xwunw

Enter your details
Select the teachers you wish to see

Select the appointment times that suit your family best

at
SWELL Weekly Foci/Theme

Parent Support Group Meetings (PSGs)
If your child requires adjustments to their learning, a program support group meeting
brings together key people to support the inclusion of your child from the time of
enrolment at kindergarten until they move to school. The group will include:
you - as your child's parent ot carer
class teacher
external support services
As a key member of the group you can help make decisions about your child’s learning,
development and wellbeing.
As the Learning Diversity and Wellbeing leader I will lead the Wellbeing meetings and
Chrisitne Thredgold will lead the Intervention meetings. If your child requires a PSG for
either Wellbeing or Intervention you will be notified by Caremonkey and be able to
choose a time slot. Below is the list of PSG dates for the year.
Parent Support
Meetings 2020
Term 1

Wellbeing PSGs
Monday 16 March
Wednesday 18 March

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Intervention PSGs
Thursday 19 March
Friday 20 March

Monday 15 June

Wednesday 17 June

Tuesday 16 June

Friday 19 June

Tuesday 1 September

Thursday 3 September

Wednesday 2 September

Friday 4 September

Monday 30 November

Thursday 3 December

Tuesday 1 December

Friday 4 December

at
Dear parents, guardians and carers
Re: Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data
on School Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify
information already available in the school about supports provided to students with disability.
These relate to legislative requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the
Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).
Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:
year of schooling
category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional
level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice,
supplementary, substantial or extensive.
This information assists schools to:
formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in
schools
consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools
develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to
improve educational outcomes for students with disability.
The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan
more broadly for the support of students with disability.
The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any
testing process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that
no individual student will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students
is ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and
disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the
Australian Government’s Privacy Policy.
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal
If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact Josy Reeder (Learning Diversity
and Wellbeng leader) on jreeder@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au

at
The Eggscellent Awards
are back!!!
Students will be nominated for outstanding
behaviour or learning by their teachers.
These students will receive an award and
some of our hen’s eggs.

Josy Reeder
Learning Diversity and Wellbeing Leader

Winning at OLA!
Our secondary intervention programs will continue this year. These programs includes:
Levelled Literacy Intervention (LLI)
Enhancing Reading Intervention Knowledge (ERIK)
Phonological Awareness
TOM (Tournament of the Mind)
These programs support students’ with reading and provide learning adjustments and
support for students whose academic progress is either below or above the expected
standard for their year level and usually involve a more intense form of intervention that
includes working with a teacher outside of their general classroom.
The introduction of these programs have meant that we have been able to provide learning
opportunities for students from Grade 1 to Grade 6. As part of each of these programs
students work in small groups in our W.I.N Room, which stands for ‘What I need’. We chose
this name for our intervention classroom to help promoteawareness within our school
community that we are all continually learning and we often need different things to support
our learning. At times this may be through small group instruction of reading strategies or in
some instances, it may be opportunities to engage creatively in Problem Solving. The goal
of our intervention programs is to develop students’ skills and knowledge, as well as building
their confidence and belief in themselves. The learning that happens in the W.I.N Room is
always a source of excitement and achievement. I would like to thank Christine Thredgold
(Intervention Leader), Di McDowell (Learning Support Officer) and Brad Hoare (Teacher) for
continuing to support our students with intervention or extension needs.

Waste Incursion
We were lucky to have a visit from EnviroCom Australia
on behalf of the Kingston Council to inform our Year 5
and 6 students on the importance of Waste Management
and Nude food. The students will be given an
opportunity to share their knowledge to the rest of the
school in peer to peer teaching.

On Monday morning Veida from the Kingston City Council,
came and taught us about nude food lunches. Veida gave us 5
lunchboxes to sort through and we were split into 5 groups. We
had to decide which items were considered recyclable, landfill,
compostable or reusable. It made us think about ways we can
have a nude food lunch so there is no rubbish going to landfill.
We also talked a lot about where our rubbish goes.We learned
that if you put certain fruit scraps such as orange peel,
watermelon skin, banana peel or mouldy fruits and vegetables
into landfill that it doesn’t actually decompose. It creates a
nasty odour.A message that we learnt is: Make sure nude food
comes first!
Cash Corcoran & Gemma Sullivan (5NC)

Josy Reeder
Teaching and Learning Leader

iSea iCare Moonraker Boat Trip
On the 29th November 2019, the 2020 iSea iCare Marine Ambassadors started their
leadership program. The morning was spent on Port Phillip Bay experiencing the dolphins,
seals and marine life. This adventure is the beginning of learning to look after and keeping
our waterways clean of plastic.
Ruby:
On the 29th of November, three
other year 5’s and I were chosen to
be an iSea iCare ambassador. We
went to Sorrento Beach where we
then went on the boat with 4 other
schools. We went on the boat and
swam with dolphins, seals and
looked for baby seahorses. The
water was freezing but I had so
much fun. I loved it so much!
Amelia:
On the way to the pier I sat next to Ruby and I was in Miss Congerton’s
car. It took a while and Ruby didn’t stop talking. When we got there
we walked to the pier and met the people who would help us. We
tried on our flippers and wetsuits. We had to jump on to the boat.
First we went to see the dolphins. When we started going out to sea
we could already see dolphins swimming in and out of the water.
When we went into the water it was freezing, but it was so cool. After
we got out we were allowed to go back into the water, but I didn’t,
instead I went to the front of the boat and I looked over the edge of
the boat and I saw a dolphin and it blew out of its blowhole!Next we
went to see the seals. When I went to go in the water with the seals I
saw a stingray swim under me.
It was so cool. There were so many seals just doing nothing. There was one being a “show off” and
jumping out of the water. I got out of the water early because it was too cold.Next we went to the
Rye pier to find Weedy Sea Dragons. When we got into the water I saw another stingray. It was
smaller than the other one, but still pretty cool. When we swam closer to the pier I could see all the
way to the bottom of the bay. The sand was so white and there were sea shells all over the bay.
Under the pier I saw fish. The posts holding up the pier were covered in seaweed, the same colour as
a Weedy Sea Dragon. I loved it under the pier but I was disappointed because we didn’t find the
Weedy Sea Dragon. Back on the boat, we got changed and had a hot chocolate. After the boat trip
we had lunch and returned to school. We had a bag of lollies on the way home. iSea iCare was so
cool and I look forward to all the learnings this year.

iSea iCare Moonraker Boat Trip
Aiden:
On the 29th of November I went snorkeling with Miss Congerton and Miss Jorgensen as I was chosen
to be an iSea iCare ambassador for 2020 with Tobias, Ruby and Amelia. We drove to Sorrento and
waited for the boat to come, which was called the Moonraker. Firstly we went to swim with dolphins,
the water was freezing and we had wetsuits on. We hung onto a rope and looked down in the water
to look for dolphins. I had no luck seeing one but I saw a bunch watching from the boat. Next we
went to see the seals, there were a lot of them but most of them were sleeping or making weird
sounds. If you looked down in the water you could see Sting Rays and seaweed. It was pretty cool.
Tobias lost his flipper so one of the crew members had to dive down and get it. Lastly we went to
swim under the Rye pier, our goal was to find the Weedy Sea Dragon. I saw one but it was a glimpse.
I also saw a toad fish and other little fish. We swam under the pier so we didn’t get caught in any
fishing line. Overall, it was really fun and I had a great time. My favourite activity was swimming
under the pier because it was a lot warmer and clearer.
Tobias:
On the 29th of November, me Aiden, Ruby and Amelia
went to the beach to go snorkelling with the dolphins,
seals and sea dragons. In the morning we went to the car
park of OLA to meet Miss Congerton and Miss Jorgensen
who took us in their cars for the long drive to the beach. It
was worth it in the end. When we got there we had to put
on wetsuits because it was very cold. When we all had our
wetsuits on we boarded the boat and went out to deep
sea water to see if we could find the dolphins. Luckily we
were able to find a few. When the instructors said we were
able to go in, we all slid in and held onto the rope for
safety. We didn’t see any at first because they had moved
away so we moved closer to them. Miss Congerton and I
got back in the water and one dolphin swam right
underneath us turning as he went.

When we finished with the dolphins we moved over to a school of seals. They really stunk but it
was still lots of fun to swim with them. After the seals, we went snorkelling underneath a pier. I
saw a mini stingray, a little jellyfish and a massive crab. It was very colourful under the water
so it was a lot easier to see than it was in the deeper water.
The iSea iCare Ambassadors will have lots to share with you this year. Keep a look out for their
tips and ideas to keep our bays and waterways free from plastics.

Remember “Say No to Plastics!”
Francine Jorgensen and Michelle Congerton
iSea iCare Coordinators

CANTEEN NOTICES

CANTEEN NOTICES

Monday's canteen menu has changed due to low order numbers at the
beginning of a week. Bayside Canteens are still offering lunch time
favourites despite the smaller menu.

ADDITIONAL NOTICES

