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Contact Details 

ADDRESS 
9 Centre Dandenong Road, 
Cheltenham, Vic 3192 

PRINCIPAL Richard Jacques 

PARISH PRIEST Fr Alan Fox 

SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR Adam Solomon 

TELEPHONE (03) 9584 9488 

EMAIL principal@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au 

WEBSITE https://www.olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au/  

E NUMBER 1168 

 

Minimum Standards Attestation 

I, Richard Jacques, attest that Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School is compliant 

with: 

 All of the requirements for the minimum standards and other requirements for the 

registration of schools as specified in the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic) 

and the Education and Training Reform Regulations 2017 (Vic), except where the school 

has been granted an exemption from any of these requirements by the VRQA 

 Australian Government accountability requirements related to the 2019 school year under 

the Australian Education Act 2013 (Cth) and the Australian Education Regulations 2013 

(Cth)  

 The Child Safe Standards prescribed in Ministerial Order No.870 – Child Safe Standards, 

Managing Risk of Child Abuse in School. 

Richard Jacques                                                                                                            05.07.2020 

 

https://www.olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au/
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Our School Vision 

We, at OLA, are a welcoming  

Christian community,  

living and celebrating with faith  

and gratitude in the spirit of Jesus. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

We promote a love of 

learning, through partnership 

with families, staff and 

the Parish community in a just 

and inclusive environment. 
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School Overview 

Our Lady of the Assumption (OLA) is a parish primary school built on a strong faith foundation 

calling us to be people of action in our world. The school programs are designed to foster the 

skills and talents of all students and bring parents into partnership with their children in the 

learning process. Our teachers are highly dedicated and well respected within the community. 

OLA offers some outstanding educational opportunities for our Prep – Grade 6 students and we 

pride ourselves on our wonderful community spirit. We invite you to take a moment to explore 

our website and social media platforms to learn more about our school. 

At OLA Parish Primary School we live out our Vision by creating a place of welcome and a 

strong sense of belonging for each member of our community. We promote within our students 

a love for learning and we educate the whole person. The religious, social, academic, physical 

and emotional aspects of our students are vitally important as we encourage each child to reach 

their potential. 

Our staff are highly professional, motivated and dedicated to supporting each and every 

student. Parent partnerships are very important to us here at OLA. Together we aim to deliver 

an education of the highest quality. We invite parents to be involved in the life of OLA, knowing 

that this involvement maximises educational outcomes for our students. 

Community 

We are proud of our strong sense of community at OLA. Families are the first educators of 

children and we believe education is achieved in partnership between home and school. We 

have a fantastic school board (OLA School Advisory Council – OSAC) and Parents & Friends 

Association who work to enhance connections between all stakeholders.  

The school is an integral part of our OLA parish and we enjoy a strong relationship and sense of 

belonging. We are proud of our Catholic faith. We live out the gospel values in everything we 

do, as evident in our vision statement. We seek to help our students develop their personal 

relationship with God.  

Wellbeing 

At OLA, each child is known by name. Their passions, skills and interests are acknowledged 

and fostered. We value the importance of our students as happy, safe children and work to 

create an environment that fosters this. The staff are all dedicated to this goal and work to 

create warm, welcoming and encouraging spaces within their classrooms. We believe in 

educating the whole child; their social emotional learning is just as important as their academic 

development. Our hope for our students is that they leave their primary schooling years having 

experienced many learning opportunities that have helped them to discover their passions and 

to be the best version of themselves.  
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Academic Excellence 

We have high expectations of academic growth and achievement. We achieve great results in 

our NAPLAN scores and are considered a ‘High Achieving School’ for reading, writing, spelling 

and grammar according to Catholic Education Melbourne’s Tableau data.  

Additional programs and extracurricular opportunities in 2019 included Fountas and Pinnell 

Levelled Literacy Intervention (LLI), Early Reading Intervention Knowledge (ERIK) program, 

‘Inspired’ Art Show, Assumption Day celebration, Grade 6 Inter School Sport (ISS), athletics, 

cross country, Prep-Grade 6 twilight sports, Prep-Grade 4 swimming program, Grade 5 and 6 

beach education program, Grade 5 and 6 camp, Chess competitions, Australian Mathematics 

Competition, vocal and instrumental music program, end of year Hip Hop concert, Wakakirri 

story dance competition, school choir, lunch clubs (library, chess, card swap, hip hop, drama, 

construction, drawing), and Out of School Hours Club (OSH Club) program operating from 

Bracken Hall.  

Facilities 

Located next to our Church, our school takes the form of four multileveled buildings, split 

according to grade levels. We enjoy the additional large space that our large Brigid Hall 

provides and the stage with curtains and lighting is brought to life with many a performance and 

celebration of learning.  We also have designated spaces for our Art, Japanese and STEM 

specialist lessons. We have expansive play areas for the children including an adventure 

playground, sandpit, cubby house, a large modern synthetic oval with soccer and AFL goals, 

undercover area, basketball courts, four square courts, vegetable gardens, chickens and a fairy 

garden. 

We are looking forward to applying for two capital grants in 2020; the next phase of the building 

project is to restructure our old staff area to create a modern library and shared work spaces for 

STEM and research use. The next phase will also include demolishing of two portable 

classrooms in order to open up even more play space for the children.  
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Principal’s Report 

At the conclusion of 2019 we farewelled Principal Leonie Young after 19 years of 

dedicated service to the OLA community.  Prior to Leonie’s departure she reflected the 

following: 

OLA has been proactive in implementing school improvements: painting the portables; 

resurfacing the school oval; relocating the Prep learning area; undertaking the process for the 

installation of an electronic notice board on Centre Dandenong Road; including storytelling 

sessions in our beautiful library throughout Semester Two and upgrading the school website. I 

commend the initiative of the leadership team in bringing these projects to fruition.  

The school programs have been full and vibrant in meeting the needs of the students’ growth in 

their faith and life journey. This has been possible through the teamwork of parish. In recalling 

the year’s events and activities, I am ever mindful of the support and encouragement of our 

Priests, Fr Peter Matheson and Fr Alan Fox, in all matters relating to the life and faith education 

of the children at OLA. Our students, and their families, are blessed in the community’s 

commitment to education. 

Highlights in the sphere of Education in Faith included 

the biannual OLA Fun Fair, conducted by grade six 

leaders, on Assumption Day. Amidst lots of fun, a 

generous amount of over $2,000 was raised toward 

the mission for ‘Opening the Doors Foundation’, 

supporting education for Aboriginal students. The 

success of such a day is in the recognition of our own 

blessings, and for the gift we can give for others.  

The partnership with Resurrection Primary School, Keysborough enabled our schools to unpack 

and implement the Renewed RE Curriculum Frameworks, in line with student learning in the 

classroom, and for staff to further unpack Horizons of Hope. 

In Learning and Teaching, school improvement survey results continued to show an increase in 

student motivation and engaging practice.   

The theme of this year’s Arts Festival was ‘Inspired’. Using famous artists from around the world 

as inspiration for artworks, students explored the significance of varying perspectives on the 

creative beauty in our world. The new ‘Gratitude Tree’ is one example of many wonderful 

objects of art. 
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The organic and well resourced new Maker Space room has enabled greater freedom for 

students to use those skills and dispositions encouraged through STEM learning. Student 

participation in the Catholic Education Melbourne’s STEM MAD Showcase resulted in the 

school winning the STEM Innovation Award. 

Historically, our school has enjoyed a rich and 

varied participation in physical education and 

sports. This year’s programs have been further 

enhanced by a number of clinics across different 

sporting activities, such as baseball, hockey, 

soccer, netball, lawn bowls, which have all come 

from local community and government initiatives. 

It has been a delight to see our students 

progress to higher levels across different sporting 

fields. 

A rewarding extension of the Grade Prep to Six Chess program, was the opportunity for 

students to participate at the state championships this year. 

Continued development of the Tier 2 intervention programs, in the new WIN (What I Need) 

Room, supports the student learning in English for students in Grades 1-6. The expansion of the 

Tier 2 intervention programs has included further gifted education opportunities for those 

students performing above expected standards in Maths and English programs.                                    

Children remain our constant focus: we place 

significant emphasis on Wellbeing so that students, 

and staff, may fully embrace education across all 

pathways. We give time to meeting and working with 

parents in order to build relationships that strengthen 

and enrich the way we work together in the best 

interests of the children. We continually strive to 

develop a school culture where staff value working 

together; we encourage all staff, inclusive of our 

leadership team, to be responsive in the way they work and to be open and reflective when 

reviewing their own performance and needs. There is a genuine commitment to working with 

individuals so that staff will be skilled to improve student outcomes, and students will be 

enabled to flourish in their respective learnings. The introduction of the Chill Out Room has 

provided a welcome support to student need in challenging moments. I commend staff 

commitment to the school’s lunch club program, which provides diverse extracurricular activities 

for our students. The continued focus of ‘Make Jesus Real’ throughout the school remains 

strong. The Garden Program, a new initiative to the curriculum and wellbeing programs, has 

enabled students to experience varying levels of success in learning. The development of the 

school gardens and grounds has been a welcome improvement, especially including the 

reintroduction of hens at OLA. Again, the combined support of staff and families has ensured 

the success of this valuable program. 
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Throughout 2019, it has been inspiring, to witness a growing commitment and engagement of 

parents in the life of the OLA Community. With the support of OSAC (OLA School Advisory 

Council), leadership teams have been renewed in the Parent and Friends Association and the 

2020 Fete Committee.  

2020 heralds a new Principal, Mr Richard Jacques, from the commencement of the school year, 

and an external school review in term four. The School Leadership Team has begun this 

professionally enriching process for evaluation, direction and formation. 

As we celebrated the 2019 School Year, and planned for the 2020 School Year, it was 

rewarding to reflect upon the community’s alignment with our Vision and Mission: 

We, at OLA, are a welcoming Christian community, living and celebrating with faith and 

gratitude, in the spirit of Jesus. 

We promote a love of learning, through partnerships with families, staff and the parish 

community in a just and inclusive environment. 

I am ever heartened by staff, parents and parishioners, who recognise that our children are our 

first priority, to be loved and nurtured within the context of a vibrant faith filled and engaging 

community. 

Leonie Young 

Principal 2000-2019 
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 School Education Board Report 

As always 2019 proved to be another busy year for the OLA School Advisory Council (OSAC).   

Early in the year we saw our Principal, Leonie Young, announce her retirement after 19 years of 

dedicated service at OLA.  This instigated the recruitment process for a new Principal and a 

selection panel was established.  Two OSAC members represented the parents of OLA on the 

interview panel and were impressed with the high calibre of applicants.  With the successful 

appointment of Richard Jacques in July, it allowed the Leadership team to provide an in-depth 

handover which has resulted in a smooth transition of Principals. 

We sadly farewelled Father Peter Matheson from the OLA community and OSAC Committee in 

June but were grateful of the appointment of Father Alan Fox in October who has quickly 

become an active and valued member of the OSAC committee. 

Other achievements and events that the committee were involved in throughout 2019 include: 

• Successful recipients of the Local School Community Fund 

• Coordinated Prep 2020 Welcome Evening 

• Coordinated Family Life Program 

• Coordinated the Secondary Transition Evening 

• Father Peter’s Farwell Concert 

• Leonie Young’s Farwell Concert 

• Supported the P&F Trivia Night 

Considering all the changes that happened during 2019 we feel that the OSAC committee and 

the OLA community have adjusted well and embraced the new leadership. 

Adam Solomon 

2019 OSAC Member and 2020 OSAC Chairperson 
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Education in Faith 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To enhance our community as a place of encounter with God. 

• Relationships in the school community will better reflect our core Gospel values. 

• The significance of personal prayer and liturgical experience in the life of the school 

community will be improved 

Achievements 

Sacramental 

• The Sacramental Program was conducted in close collaboration with other OLA 

parishioners and catechists.  

• Reconciliation was celebrated over three nights in March. 

• First Communion was received over three weekends at six Parish Masses (Children 

attend Focus Masses prior to First Communion which celebrated the different parts of 

the Mass - We Belong, We Listen, We Break and Share, We go in peace). Children 

took part in a Communion Reflection Day held at OLA.  

• Episcopal Vicar, Father Brendan Hayes, celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation in 

August. Children took part in a Confirmation Reflection Day at Mary MacKillop 

Heritage Centre, St. Patrick’s Cathedral and Fitzroy Gardens. 

 

Curriculum 

This year we changed the way we plan our Religious Education Curriculum. Looking across a 

two year cycle, we allocated a Catholic Social Teaching to each term and also looked at 

creating two brand new units addressing traditions and scripture while also keeping in mind 

topics relevant to the world of our students. From the Catholic Social Teaching, we developed 

four rich questions to help direct our units. Each question is centred on the same concept but 

designed to fit the level of development of our students. 

Prior to planning the units, teachers engaged in Pedagogy of Encounter led by the OLA RE 

team. This allowed teachers to reflect and share their insights before planning student content. 

Throughout the unit, students were questioning their own wonderings and interests in order to 

plan in depth lessons for the unit; the ‘student driven learning’. This enabled the renewed RE 

curriculum at OLA to have more of an inquiry focus.  

 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Odd 

Year 

Dignity of the 

human person 

(CST) 

Prep: What makes 

me special? 

Stewardship of 

creation (CST) 

Prep: How do we 

care for what God 

has made? 

Women of faith 

Ideas: Mary, Mary 

MacKillop, Mother 

Teresa, Old & New 

Testament, Saints 

& their stories. 

Solidarity (CST) 

Prep: How are we 

part of God’s 

family? 
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1/2: How should we 

treat each other? 

3/4: What does 

dignity mean? 

5/6:How is dignity 

upheld?  

 

1/2: How do we 

look after the 

earth? 

3/4: How do I show 

respect for 

creation? 

5/6: What does it 

mean to be a 

steward of 

creation? 

 1/2: How are we all 

connected? 

3/4: How are we 

part of a global 

family? 

5/6: What is 

authentic power? 

 

 

Learning 

descriptor - 

Morality and 

Justice 

Learning 

descriptor -     

God, religion and 

life 

Learning 

descriptor - 

Scripture and 

Jesus 

Learning 

descriptor - 

Prayer, sacrament 

and liturgy 

Throughout the year we have worked in an RE Collective Partnership with Resurrection Primary 

School in Keysborough. The teams at both school have incorporated a mix of leadership and 

classrooms teachers, ranging from all levels with the support of our Catholic Educayion 

Melbourne (CEM) RE Consultant has also attended and supported each meeting. We have met 

twice each term, focussing on two different areas: 

• Assessing to understand the progression of every learner and their learning journey 

• Leading unit design for deep and authentic learning in our Catholic School 

 

Faith in Action  

• Assumption Day Fundraising – OLA Fun Fair helped to raise over $2000 for Opening 

the Doors Foundation  

• Feast of the Sacred Heart - St. Vincent de Paul Winter Food Appeal  

• St. Vincent de Paul Advent Giving Tree 

• Have a Ball Foundation – putting smiles on the faces of young children by providing 

sporting balls to students in remote schools of outback Australia and to encourage a 

healthy, active and fun sporting life as well as raise money to support the health and 

wellbeing of indigenous children 

• Social Justice Leaders assisted at Parish Fair Trade Stall 

• Annual Mini Vinnies Sleep Out for Grade 5/6 students 

• Crazy Sock Day (Catholic Mission) 

 

Faith Formation 

• Daily whole school meditation  

• Staff Professional Development- Catholic Social Teachings 

• School Staff Retreat Rye 

• Staff unpacked and implemented the CEM Renewed RE Curriculum Frameworks and  

• Continued to explore Horizons of Hope  

• Participated in Enhancing Catholic School Identity survey, participated in professional 

learning around what each survey involves and tells us, and unpacked data 



Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School Cheltenham 

 

 
2019 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 12 

 

 

VALUE ADDED 

Children, parents and staff participated in class, school and parish liturgical celebrations 

including: 

• Staff Commissioning Mass  

• Beginning of Year Mass 

• Family Parish Focus Masses 

• Class Masses and Prayer Services  

• Weekly Parish Masses  

• Anzac Day Commemoration 

• Ash Wednesday Mass  

• Level Lenten Prayer Services hosted by each level 

• Prep Alleluia Prayer Service 

• Mini Vinnies Commissioning Mass & Cheltenham Conference Group Morning Tea 

• Mary MacKillop Feast Day Prayer Services and Activities 

• Remembrance Day Commemorations at school and local RSL 

• Assumption Day Mass and activities 

• Level Mission Prayer Services 

• Advent Prayer Services hosted by Grade 3/4 

• Prep Nativity Prayer celebration  

• Continuation of Education in Faith component in fortnightly newsletter 

 

Parent/Child Workshops at each level provided opportunities for parents to learn about their 

child’s ‘Education in Faith’ curriculum and practices, while developing the faith education of the 

parents: 

 

• Grade Prep – Prayer 

• Grade One/Two – Women of Faith 

• Grade Three – Reconciliation and Eucharist 

• Grade Four and Five – Social Justice and Catholic Social Teachings – a focus on 

Stewardship of Creation 

• Grade Six – Confirmation 

 

Catholic Education Melbourne School Improvement Surveys (CEMSIS) 2019 

Family data: 

• 94% of parents responded that there is emphasis at the school on the Catholic ethos 

• 94% of parents responded that there is an emphasis and respect at the school for 

the Catholic faith 

• 94% of parents responded that there is emphasis at the school for religious belief in 

general 
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Staff data: 

• 95% of staff responded that there is an atmosphere of trust for others to share their 

faith perspective 

• 100% of staff responded that the principal encourages staff to participate in religious 

and faith formation 

• 100% of staff responded that opportunities are provided to participate in prayer 

• 95% of staff responded that there is an emphasis on the Catholic faith at the school 

• 100% of staff responded that time is provided to make prayer rich and meaningful 

experiences 

 

Enhancing Catholic School Identity (ECSI) 2019 

Student data: 

• Majority of students follow Post-Critical Belief (the preferred stance), meaning they 

hold a symbolic belief. There is a strong relationship with God and belief is formed 

through interpretation of symbols and stories from our Catholic Tradition.  

• Majority of students see Religious Education as recontextualisation (the preferred 

stance), meaning there is connection between culture and Christianity. Faith is 

taught and interpreted within our contemporary context. 

• Majority of students see OLA as a Dialogue School (the preferred stance), meaning 

there a high level Christian identity as well as a high level of understanding and 

solidarity with other people and their beliefs. Within a Dialogue School, recognises 

and respect many different beliefs but places reference for Christianity. 

Parent and staff data: 

• Majority of students follow post-critical belief 

• Majority of students see Religious Education as recontextualisation 

• Majority of students see OLA as a dialogue school 
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Learning & Teaching 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To inspire students to develop a passion for learning within an environment that fosters 

engagement with all aspects of the curriculum.  

 Improve student outcomes in Writing and Numeracy. 

 Improve levels of student engagement, motivation and ownership of their learning.  

 

Achievements 

 Expansion of Tier 2 Intervention programs to include Gifted Education opportunities 

for those students performing above expected standards in English and Mathematics 

 Continued development of Tier 2 intervention programs to support student learning in 

English for students in Grade 1 to 6 

 Implementation of Data Team (DOT – Data on the Table) to meet regularly with 

teachers for focussed discussion about student learning 

 Involvement of 5 classroom teachers in the CEM Maths Pedagogies Professional 

Learning Project to further develop and enhance classroom practice 

 Pearson User B Assessment Training opportunities for 2 members of leadership to 

enable further student assessment possibilities 

 Introduction of Maker Space Centre to further enhance use of STEM learning 

 Extension of STEM program to allow a year long program for all year levels 

 Staff professional learning focussed on effective implementation of the new Religious 

Education Framework 

 Continued use of Planning checklist to ensure consistency of language and 

pedagogical understanding; with termly reviews completed by Level Leaders 

 Continued use of Assessment Benchmarks for standardised assessments (Fountas & 

Pinnell, Benchmark Aassessment System (BAS) and Progressive Achievement Tests 

(PAT) assessments) 

 All staff completed a Customised Individual Learning Plan (CILP) to create their own 

professional development and learning goals, informed by the school’s Annual Action 

Plan for 2019 
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 As part of the CILP process, all teaching staff engaged in collaborative teaching and 

learning through the valued other program, using the AITSL standards to enhance 

teaching 

 Ongoing use of SOCs (Success or Challenge Sharing) during PLTs as means of 

promoting collaboration and teacher learning 

 Continued involvement with the I Sea, I Care program, led by two teachers and the 

Year 6 student ambassadors  

 Continued and strengthened involvement with the FIRE (Friends Igniting 

Reconciliation through Education) Carriers Project – FIRE Carriers are students that 

share a passion for learning about Aboriginal culture and history and are committed to 

sharing this knowledge and promoting Reconciliation within and beyond the school 

community 

 Whole School Learning Expos held each term to showcase student learning in varied 

curriculum areas 

 Excursions and incursions enhanced learning across the curriculum, including various 

PrimeSCI incursions facilitated by staff from Monash University from Foundation to 

Year 6 

 Continued opportunity for students to participate in Chess lessons on a weekly basis 

for one term 

 Continued use of Lunch Clubs as a means of providing students with opportunities to 

develop skills in areas of personal interest 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

E1168 

Our Lady of the Assumption School, Cheltenham 
 

 

     

PROPORTION OF STUDENTS MEETING THE MINIMUM STANDARDS 

NAPLAN TESTS 2017 

 

 % 

2018 

 

 % 

2017 - 2018 

Changes 

 % 

2019 

 

 % 

2018 - 2019 

Changes 

 % 

YR 03 Grammar & Punctuation 96.1 98.3 2.2 100.0 1.7 

YR 03 Numeracy 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 

YR 03 Reading 100.0 100.0 0.0 98.2 -1.8 

YR 03 Spelling 100.0 98.3 -1.7 100.0 1.7 

YR 03 Writing 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 

 

YR 05 Grammar & Punctuation 100.0 97.0 -3.0 98.1 1.1 
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YR 05 Numeracy 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 

YR 05 Reading 100.0 100.0 0.0 98.1 -1.9 

YR 05 Spelling 100.0 97.0 -3.0 100.0 3.0 

YR 05 Writing 100.0 97.0 -3.0 100.0 3.0 

 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

   

Year 3 NAPLAN 

The above graphs highlight the results based on the minimum standard in NAPLAN from 2017 

to 2019. Our results from 2019 indicate that 100% of students across the four disciplines of 

Grammar & Punctuation, Numeracy, Spelling and Writing have reached the minimum standard.  

Year 5 NAPLAN 

The Year 5 NAPLAN results indicate that 100% of OLA students reached the minimum standard 

across the three disciplines of Numeracy, Spelling and Writing.  

OLA NAPLAN data analysis 

Grade 3: 

 Mean scores for Grade 3s were higher in all areas than the National average 

 Mean scores for Grade 3s were higher in all areas than the State average 

 66% of our Grade 3 students were in the top two bands for reading  

 46% of our Grade 3 students were in the top two bands for numeracy 

Grade 5: 

 Mean scores for Grade 5s were higher in all areas than the National average 

 Mean scores for Grade 5s were higher in all areas than the State average, except for 

Numeracy which was just 2 points under 
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 35.29% of Grade 5 students showed high levels of growth in Mathematics compared to 

the state average of 25% 

 30.61% of Grade 5 students showed high levels of growth in Reading compared to the 

state average of 25% 

 47.06% of Grade 5 students showed high levels of growth in Spelling compared to the 

state average of 25% 

 32.61% of Grade 5 students showed high levels of growth in Writing compared to the 

state average of 25% 

Catholic Education Melbourne Tableau Data – OLA NAPLAN data 

 As a whole, the school is considered ‘High Achieving’ for Reading, Writing, Spelling and 

Grammar and Punctuation. High Achieving schools have data sets from NAPLAN that 

place their students as both scoring high marks as well as showing high levels of 

personal growth.  

 54% of our Grade 5 students were considered ‘High Achieving’ in Spelling and an 

additional 22.4% of were considered ‘Growth’ students  

 41.9% of Grade 5 students were considered ‘High Achieving’ in Writing, and an 

additional 16.3% were considered ‘Growth’ students 
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Student Wellbeing 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

That the school and parents in partnership will collaborate in providing opportunities for each 

and every student to flourish as a valued and connected member of the OLA community. 

 That students will experience enhanced relationships with the school, staff and peers. 

Achievements 

 In 2019 we continued Student Wellbeing (SWELL) term in Term 1 with a focus on 

establishing relationships with our class, level and parent community.  

 The school community was invited to the Staff commissioning Mass and Opening School 

Year Whole School Mass. 

 P-6 participated in a number of activities: 

o SWELL Welcome Classroom Expo  

o Have a Ball Donations 

o Twilight Sports 

o Ride to School Day 

o First Aid courses run by St. John’s Ambulance 

o The Resilience Project sessions 

 Lunch Clubs were established early in Term 1 and have grown throughout the year.  They 

continued to encourage students to participate in areas of interest, while developing social 

skills and friendships. The Lunch clubs on offer at OLA this year have been:   

o Library 

o Gardening 

o Robotics 

o Card Club 

o Chess 

o Construction 

o Drawing 

o Running Club 

o Taiko Drums 

o Hip Hop 

o Community Club 

 Garden Club was introduced this year.  We employed a Learning Support Officer (LSO) 

to support children with learning and social emotional issues. This project included the 

building of a hen house in Term One and taking care of four hens.  

 ‘Making Jesus Real’ has continued in 2019 from Prep - 6. The MJR Parent handbook is 

available for the school community on the website and is given in the new Prep Parent 

Information Packs. 

 Wellbeing Resources in the classroom have been shared amongst staff during 

Professional Learning Team Meetings enabling others to see what resources and ideas 

classroom teachers are using to focus on wellbeing in their classroom. 

 The variety of resources being used across P-6 classrooms are: 

o Circle Time  
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o Make Jesus Real (Special agents, gospel values, self reflection) 
o Social Stories 
o Class Dojo Big Ideas (Growth Mindset, Mindfulness, Gratitude) 
o Go Noodle (Empower Tools, Movement, Brainercise) 
o Meditation 
o Journals 
o The Resilience Project 

 OLA staff participated in Staff Formation focussing on wellbeing, mindfulness and social 
emotional learning. 

 OLA continued The Resilience Project, a program promoting the positive mental health of 
our staff, parents and students. Martin Heppell came to OLA to lead sessions with staff, 
parents and students (P-3 and 4-6). The students received Resilience Project workbooks 
and the teachers taught the provided curriculum P-6. The Resilience Project team 
introduced an ‘Aware Parenting’ Workshop.  We were fortunate enough to be invited to 
be a pilot school for this project and we had a waiting list for parents wanting to attend.  

 We introduced the Data on the Table (DOT) team this year.  Classroom teachers were 
scheduled to provide data and learning opportunities for children who may be below or 
above the expected standard in a chosen learning area. 

 We reintroduced the Successes or Challenges (SOCS) in PLT meetings to allow teachers 
to discuss students and data who are not included in the DOT schedule. 

 We continued to promote the Intervention Framework this year and included professional 
learning for staff to use the ‘Identifying student learning and student behaviour support 
process.  

 The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) submission and ongoing evidence 
of adjustments were made for identified students in the following categories: Quality 
Differentiated Teaching Practice (QDTP), Supplementary, Substantial and Extensive.   

 Students were referred for speech or educational assessments through Catholic 
Education Melbourne. 

 The Wellbeing Leader and class teachers worked with Learning Consultants at the CEM 
Southern Region Office to devise intervention programs to support students with learning 
needs. 

 The Wellbeing Leader worked with level leaders and class teachers to administer further 
assessments to guide intervention and Personalised Learning Plans (PLPs). 

 Identified students funded under Students With Disabilities (SWD) program had access to 
occupational therapists and physiotherapists through SCOPE. 

 Students attended regular speech therapy sessions with the Catholic Education 
Melbourne Speech Therapists. 

 Onpysch Psychology support continued in 2019.  The number of sessions attended by 
students varied according to their need.   

 Program Support Group (PSGs) meetings were held each term for students with academic, 
social and emotional or behavioural needs and those funded through SWD. 

 Personalised Learning Plans continued targeting students with specific academic or 
behavioural difficulties.  These were discussed and given to families at scheduled PSGs.  
These were revised at least once a term. 

 LSO timetables were revised regularly to ensure all students’ educational, social, 
emotional and health needs were supported. 

 Level Intervention time was allocated to levels at least once a week.  This time could be 
used to extend or support needs across the level.  Some levels had fine motor groups, 
SEL groups, oral language groups etc. 

 Meditation continued across the school every day of the week at 8.45am 

 Grade 5/6 students participated successfully in the Wakakirri Drama Festival 
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 The Better Buddies program continues in the Prep level to support and develop social 

skills.  The program works with their mascot Buddy Bear and in conjunction with the prep’s 

Grade Six buddies.  The Year 5’s took part in a 4 session Buddy Preparation program to 

support their role as a buddy in Grade 6. 

 The OLA School Rules and Hierarchy of Steps are displayed in prominent spaces around 

the school (classrooms, office, Brigid Hall, Level common areas). 

 Mobile School Dentist visited OLA in Term 2 to offer dental examinations to all students. 

 School Nurse visited the Prep students and other identified students with the permission 

of their parents.  

 The Wellbeing Leader worked with Senior Level Leader and Prep Level Leader to support 

transition.  Secondary school visits and kinder visits took place with level leaders 

supporting the transition for students in their level. 

 We created a room called the ‘Chill Out Room’ where students can go to calm down, talk, 

vent and just have time to speak with the Wellbeing Leader. This room has cushions, 

books, playdough, drawing materials, whiteboard and small items children can use to self-

regulate.  

 We administered the PAT Social Emotional Wellbeing Survey to the Grade 4-6 students 

with excellent results.  The results showed an increase in all areas; confirming The 

Resilience Project, SWELL term, Chill Out Room and our new intervention processes have 

been effective in improving Student Wellbeing in our school.  

 We introduced the ‘Eggscellent’ Student of the Week in term 4. Students were nominated 

by their teachers to receive the award and were presented with fresh eggs from our school 

hens.  
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VALUE ADDED 

 Term 1 SWELL Term including weekly whole school foci of getting to know others, 

friendships, manners and respect, cooperation and teamwork, strengths and 

challenges, encouragement and positive talk, emotions and behaviour, managing 

problems, and mindfulness. 

 SWELL Welcome Classroom Expo including sharing learning from The Resilience 

Project and the wellbeing foci for the term 

 Have a Ball Donations 

 Twilight Sports 

 Ride to School Day 

 First Aid courses run by St. John’s Ambulance 

 Resilience Project sessions 

 The Resilience Project sessions for parents, staff and students 

 NCCD submission 

 Termly PSG meetings for wellbeing and intervention students 

 Wakakirri Story Dance Competition 

 

 

STUDENT SATISFACTION 

Catholic Education Melbourne School Improvement Survey (CEMSIS) 2019 

 Students have a strong sense of belonging – higher than the average rating across 

Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) 

 Students show a more positive learning disposition than the CEM average. In 

particular, students feel that they are capable of learning independently, seeking help 
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when needed, they are good at learning and they try hard to complete work to the 

best of their ability 

 Students feel that they are more highly respected by their peers than the CEM 

average 

 Students report feeling less likely to be bullied either at school or online than the CEM 

average 

 Students report feeling safe at school and not at risk of violence – significantly higher 

than CEM average 

 Students feel that students do not get into physical altercations at school – higher 

than CEM average 

The Resilience Project (TRP) 2019 student survey  

 Students feel they have developed connections and friendships at school 

 Students feel they have a positive attitude and can come up with ways to solve 

problems 

 Students feel that they have positive relationships, feeling love and support from their 

families 

 Students feel that they have encouraging teachers 

 Students feel they are understanding of self and are doing as well as their peers 

 Students feel safe and that the school has clear rules 

 Students feel they try hard at school 

 Students have a positive attitude and feel good about themselves 

 Students feel they are not bullied at school or online 

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

 AVERAGE STUDENT ATTENDANCE RATE BY YEAR LEVEL % 

Y01                                                                                                  93.9 

Y02                                                                                                  95.6 

Y03                                                                                                  95.1 

Y04                                                                                                  94.3 

Y05                                                                                                  93.0 

Y06                                                                                                  92.7 

Overall average attendance 94.1 
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In accordance with the Education and Training Reform Act 2006, schooling is compulsory for 

children and young people aged from 6 – 17 years unless an exemption has been granted.  

Parents/guardians must enrol a child of compulsory school age at a registered school and 

ensure the child attends school at all times when the school is open for instruction.  Students 

are expected to attend school during normal school hours every day of each term, unless: 

there is an approved exemption from school attendance or attendance and enrolment for the 

student or the student is registered for home schooling and has only a partial enrolment in a 

school for particular activities. 

At OLA, our aim is to maximise student learning opportunities and performance by ensuring 
that children required to attend school do so regularly, and without unnecessary or frivolous 
absences. 
 
All teachers mark attendance online twice daily. Hard copy rolls are also stored and archived 
each year. 
 
Attendance slips are sent to the office at 9:15am in the event a child is marked as absent with 
no explanation, and a call is promptly made to the parent or emergency contact to confirm the 
child’s absence.  
 
If a student if ever absent for a prolonged period of time or with regular frequency, the 
Principal or Deputy Principal will make direct contact with the parents/carers. Records are to 
be maintained of such contact. In certain instances, this communication will be in writing.  
 
Families are regularly reminded, via the school newsletter, of their obligation to send their 
children to school on a consistent basis, and that reasons for absenteeism are to be legitimate 
and in writing.  
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Child Safe Standards 

Goals and Intended Outcomes 

Protection for children and young people is based upon the belief that each person is made in 

the image and likeness of God and that the inherent dignity of all should be recognised and 

fostered.  

Our Lady of the Assumption (OLA) Parish Primary School is entrusted with the holistic 

education of the child, in partnership with parents, guardians and caregivers, who are the 

primary educators of their children.  OLA therefore has a duty of care to students to take 

reasonable care to avoid acts or omissions that they can reasonably foresee would be likely to 

result in harm or injury to the student, and to work for the positive wellbeing of the child. 

All teachers, other staff members, volunteers, contractors, other service providers, parish 

priests, canonical and religious order administrators of Catholic schools within Victoria must 

understand and abide by the professional, moral and legal obligations to implement child 

protection and child safety policies, protocols and practices. 

Achievements 

OLA values the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people as a central and 

fundamental responsibility of our school.  

Throughout 2019, OLA has furthered its commitment to providing a safe school environment by 

actively implementing processes that establish expectations and accountabilities for people 

working with our students. The continued application of student wellbeing programs, such as 

The Resilience Project, Circle Time and Making Jesus Real (MJR) have encouraged all 

stakeholders to engage in conversations about welfare and safety.  

OLA has continued to broaden its Child Safety protocols to incorporate the following: 

• Working with Children Check (WWCC) requirements to reflect changes to the 

WWCC that came into effect in August 2017 

• Duty of Care – Defining the school’s ‘Duty of Care’ to take all ‘reasonable 

precautions’ to protect students and young people in their care 

• Reportable Conduct Scheme – Outlining how the school responds to allegations of 

abuse and child related misconduct 

• School Attendance Guidelines – Defining the school process for monitoring student 

attendance and strategies to be implemented where their safety or welfare is of 

concern 
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Staff Training and Awareness Raising Strategies 

All OLA staff participate in regular briefings and professional learning to ensure the school’s 

legislative obligations and the schools’ Child Safety Strategy remains front of mind. Staff 

members have participated in a range of training and awareness initiatives, including: 

• Organisational Duty of Care 

• Reportable Conduct Scheme requirements 

• Annual Online Mandatory Reporting training 

• Protect – Responding to incidents, disclosures and suspicions of child abuse 

• OLA’s Child Safety Policy and Code of Conduct 

• School attendance requirements 
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Leadership & Management 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To enable all staff to confidently lead learning and to engage professionally with all members of 

the community. 

• That there are enhanced levels of role clarity across the school community. 
• That there are improved levels of staff engagement and learning. 

Achievements 

Role Clarity and Team work 

• encouragement of staff to attend networks and pursue personal professional learning 

relevant to their roles, for example the Deputy Principal Leaders Conference and 

Catholic Education Melbourne Leadership Networks in the Southern Region. 

• staff role clarity has been further developed through the commitment of school 

leadership and the Performance and Development Culture initiatives 

• role clarity, empowerment and ownership actual scores increased 

• successful collaborative planning weekly 

• host York Assessment Reading Comprehension (YARC) professional learning for 

leadership to work together in administrating tier 2 assessments 

• review of role descriptions 

• role descriptions sent out at the beginning of the year with welcome letter 

SIP Review 

• commitment to the School Improvement Plan  

• school marketing strategies included: electronic signage, increased kindergarten 

communication and t-shirts promoting school and upgrading of school website 

• capital grant application for next stage of school building plan is approximately 2 

million dollars 

• 2020 review professional learning with Simon Fitzpatrick from CEM 

• Tableau leadership meeting with Simon Fitzpatrick from CEM 

• further development of the Maker Space Room 

• successful termly sphere team meetings 

Lead Learning and professional engagement 

• leadership capacity of staff continues to be built upon, specifically through ongoing 

leadership meetings 

• further integration of Catholic Identity within the school community, with particular 

reference the ECSI data and Making Jesus Real Program with staff and students 

• meetings between all staff and leadership to set Customized Individual Learning 

Plans, to review and renew goals respectively, linked to School's Annual Action Plan; 

supported through a Valued Other program to give and receive feedback. 
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• ongoing professional learning for all staff, embedding an expectation that all staff 

have a responsibility to share and implement new findings: peer observations, 

appraisals and staff mentoring. 

• AITSL classroom observation strategies used with valued other for ongoing 

professional learning  

• highlighted AITSL teaching standards in all professional learning agendas  

EXPENDITURE AND TEACHER PARTICIPATION IN PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 

DESCRIPTION OF PL UNDERTAKEN IN 2019 

Whole staff professional learning 

The main focus for this year’s staff professional learning in 2019 was to unpack and 

implement CEM’s Renewed Religious Education (RE) Curriculum Framework.  

Term 1: 

• Mandatory Reporting online modules 

• First Aid Training 

• Gifted Education – identifying gifted learners and differentiating in the 

classroom 

• Matific program training 

• Collaborative planning 

Term 2: 

• Report writing 

• Religious Education Curriculum – unpacking Achievement Standards 

• Asthma online modules 

• Religious Education Curriculum – Rich Assessment Tasks 

• Staff formation (two days included learning about the intervention framework, 

staff faith formation focused on the work of Daniel O’Leary and Jean Vanier, 

RE planning time, staff self-care, implementation of SeeSaw program, 

mathematics pedagogy, unpacking the Enhancing Catholic School Identity 

(ECSI) survey data)  

• Mathematics pedagogy 

Term 3: 

• Communication styles 

• ECSI Melbourne scale 

• RE – Rich Assessment Tasks  

• Matific training 

• Emergency Management training 

• High Impact Teaching Strategies – Learning Intentions & Success Criteria 

• Unpacking CEMSIS surveys 

• RE – assessment moderation 
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• Unpacking PAT Student Wellbeing data 

Term 4: 

• Report writing and student assessment 

• SeeSaw program 

• Essential Assessment and Ables Assessment 

• RE – Assessment and Moderation 

• Maths pedagogy 

• 2020 Student Handover 

Further professional learning for individuals or small groups 

• RE Planning workshop 

• Pearson Assessments User B training  

• Leadership networks 

• NForma reporting program for RE 

• NCCD briefings 

• RE - Introducing the RE Framework 

• Using RE achievement standards to design units and assess 

• Induction for new leaders 

• Exploring Mathematics pedagogies 

• STEM networks 

• Early Learning Languages Australia (ELLA) program 

• Religious Education accreditation 

• Melbourne Victory Soccer skills 

• Australian Council for Health, Physical Education and Recreation (ACHPER) 

Fundamental Motor Skills 

• MyGolf skills online professional learning 

• Working with Chromebooks webinar 

• FBT & Salary Packaging 

• RE Collective meetings with our partner school 

• Tony Attowood and Sue Larky - understanding Autism Webinar 

• Ables Assessment 

• Identifying and responding to Abuse 

• Enhancing Catholic School Identity (ECSI) data workshop 

• YARC Primary - Administration and Interpretation 

• Netball (watching coach present lessons gr 3-6) 

NUMBER OF TEACHERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN PL in 2019 40 

AVERAGE EXPENDITURE PER TEACHER FOR PL $1,250 
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TEACHER SATISFACTION 

Catholic Education Melbourne School Improvement Surveys (CEMSIS) 2019 

Staff data: 

• 93% responded that their colleagues display positive attitudes 

• 97% responded that there are collegial relationships between staff members 

• 93% responded that students are respectful of staff 

• 100% responded that staff are respectful of students 

• 93% responded that they feel the school is an orderly environment 

• 100% responded that there is an overall positive working environment at the 

school 

• 97% responded that the school’s leaders are friendly towards staff 

• 97% responded they felt comfortable approaching a member of leadership for 

help 

• 97% responded that they felt the leaders cared about them as an individual 

• 96% responded that the leaders have their best interests in mind 

• 97% responded that the leaders treat staff fairly 

• 97% responded that the leaders support them when they face challenges at 

work 

• 100% responded that the leaders support them when they face challenges in 

their personal lives 

• 93% responded that the leadership team set a positive tone for the culture of 

the school 

• 96% responded they feel successful in their role 

• 95% responded that they are confident the school can motivate its students 

 

TEACHING STAFF ATTENDANCE RATE 

Teaching Staff Attendance Rate 87.3% 
 

    

ALLSTAFF RETENTION RATE 

Staff Retention Rate 80.4% 
 

    

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Doctorate 0.0% 

Masters 18.2% 
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Graduate 31.8% 

Graduate Certificate 18.2% 

Bachelor Degree 86.4% 

Advanced Diploma 27.3% 

No Qualifications Listed 0.0% 
 

    

STAFF COMPOSITION 
 

Principal Class (Headcount) 4 

Teaching Staff (Headcount) 
 

37 
 

Teaching Staff (FTE) 
 

28.1 
 

Non-Teaching Staff (Headcount) 
 

18 
 

Non-Teaching Staff (FTE) 
 

14.3 
 

Indigenous Teaching Staff (Headcount) 
 

0 
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School Community 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To create a shared understanding of partnership that supports the development of each child. 

• To improve parents’ sense and experience of community partnerships in school 

initiatives 

Achievements 

Family Welcome, Support and Events:   

 Prep Information evening 

 Parent Welcome evening  

 High School Transition evening 

 Classroom Expos – 

SWELL/Resilience Project, Inquiry, 

Maths, Author’s Party 

 Wakakirri production supported by 

teachers and parents 

 Parent/Child Workshops and 

Focus Masses  

 The Resilience Project workshop 

with Martin Heppel 

 Aware Parenting workshop with Lael Stone in a pilot project between a new 

partnership with The Resilience Project 

 End of Year Hip Hop Concert 

 Twilight Sports at OLA 

Parents as partners – The following opportunities were led by parent volunteers:   

 Book Club 

 School Banking 

 Uniform Shop 

 Maintenance group – coordinated by OSAC members  

 Classroom Helpers 

 Class representatives 

 Parent support at various external sporting events 

 PMP 

School operation support: 

 School Improvement Surveys completed by 37 families 

 School Policy Reviews 

 Pursue potential grants (Gardening, Local Schools Community fund, Southland Terry 

White Pharmacy) 

 Term 4 Working Bee 
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 Walk to School and Ride to School Days well supported throughout the year 

Parents & Friends (P&F)  

 Monthly Meetings 

 Ongoing successful fundraising events throughout the year  

 Mother’s & Father’s Day stalls and breakfast celebrations 

OLA supported local, national and world community, for example, St. Vincent de Paul Mini 

Vinnies Sleep Out, Have a Ball Foundation, Opening the Doors Foundation 

Out Of School Hours Service – OSHClub 

School Captains attended RSL Moorabbin to lay wreath on ANZAC & Remembrance Days, 

student leaders sold badges at school on both occasions 

Whole School Masses / Parish Masses / Classroom Masses and Prayer Services 

Continued use of CareMonkey to improve communication between school and families 

Implementation of SeeSaw app to communicate student learning with parents 

Formation of Fete 2020 committee; initial planning meetings for Fete held in late 2020 

PARENT SATISFACTION 

Catholic Education Melbourne School Improvement Survey (CEMSIS) 2019  

Family data: 

 97% responded that the school is welcoming to parents 

 97% responded that they feel a sense of belonging with the school community 

 100% responded that their children are happy for them to contact the school 

 94% responded that their children feel a sense of belonging at school 

 94% responded that the school is a good fit for their child, given their cultural 

background 

 94% responded that their children enjoy going to school 

 94% responded that they feel comfortable sharing information with school staff 

 94% responded that religious beliefs are respected by the school 
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Future Directions 

Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School looks forward to further success in 2020 and 

beyond. The key opportunities for further development are outlined in each sphere below.  

The theme for 2020 is ‘We pray with our head, hearts and hands’. 

Education in Faith 

• A focus on Catholic Social Teachings (CST) and Renewed RE Curriculum 

Framework in partnership with our RE Collective Resurrection Primary School, 

Keysborough 

• Expand and deepen prayer experiences for students and adults 

Learning & Teaching 

• Join Catholic Education Melbourne’s School Wide Improvement Forum (SWIF) 

Student Wellbeing 

• Daily practice of Gratitude Empathy and Mindfulness through our commitment to The 

Resilience Project 

• Deepen the community’s knowledge and understanding of the CEM Intervention 

Framework. This will include professional learning focussed on intervention, PLP 

development, parent communication and setting SMART goals 

Leadership & Management 

 Build staff connectedness and develop collaborative planning 

School Community 

• Explore ways to celebrate our community in a variety of private and public forums 

 


