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Prayer

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of
the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise
and ever enjoy His consolations. Through Christ Our Lord. AMEN
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School
9 Centre Dandenong Road
CHETENHAM VIC 3192

Telephone: 9584 9488
Email: principal@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au

Dear OLA Families,

Remote Learning
Congratulations P-2, you've
made it to the finish line and we
could not be more proud of your
efforts. We are so excited to
have you back at school and it
is a delight to see and hear you
learning and enjoying being
together again.
Thanks again P-6 parents for your ongoing trust, partnership and unwavering support of our
staff and your child/children over this journey. Despite our physical distance the sense of
community at OLA continues to grow and deepen.

Grade 3-6 students and families there are only 4 more remote learning days at home! You
are nearly there. We can’t wait to have you return on Tuesday 9 June. As students transition
back to school our priority is the wellbeing of all children and ensuring we provide a safe,
welcoming and healthy environment, as best we can. Some students will find the transition
back to school fairly seamless and others may find it more challenging. We will support
students throughout this change and have all members of staff available to assist with this,
from drop offs in the morning through to end of day collection. Students will be given time and
opportunities to reconnect and re-establish friendships with classmates. They will also revisit
class and whole school protocols to ensure a smooth as possible transition back to school
life.
Please remember to speak to your child/children about where you will collect them at pick up
time. We have some P-2 students unsure of how their parent/carer is picking them up.
Please talk with your child about whether you will meet them at their newly designated area if
you are coming in to collect them or if you are remaining in your car then they will need to
wait at the Parish Office Gate so that they can quickly hop into your car as you pull up at the
Zebra Crossing.

Dates for your Diary
Friday 29 May

Prep 2021 First Round Prep offers of Acceptance Due

Friday 5 June

All Grade 3 - Grade 6 workbooks and devices to be handed
into the school office. This is a tech free/remote learning free
day for our Grade 3-6 students.
Please ensure that the devices and chargers are sanitised.

Monday 8 June

Queen's Birthday Long Weekend

Tuesday 9 June

Grade 3 - Grade 6 students return to school

Monday 22 June Wednesday 24 June

2021 Prep Family Interviews for new and current families

Friday 26th June

Last day of term 2 - 3.15pm finish

The Resilience Project
On Tuesday 26 May many of our families and teachers joined Hugh van Cuylenburg for The
Resilience Project Webinar for OLA parents. As Principal I was proud to listen to Hugh’s
inspirational story and know that the children at OLA are practising daily his key message of
Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness. We understand that the internet was out in our local
area which may have prevented some of you accessing this parent session. The recorded
Webinar is available at https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/szwUho3nZe Please note that the
link will expire on 5th June. If you didn’t get the chance to join us on Tuesday we encourage
you to take some time to view this.
Hugh reminded parents how important it is to take care of ourselves first and gave the
analogy of putting on our own oxygen masks before we put on our children’s. The
presentation was a great reminder of the fact we have so much to be grateful for - to
appreciate what we have rather than focus on what we do not have. As parents he
encouraged us at the end of each day to ask our children:
What went well for you today?
What are you looking forward to tomorrow?
Parent Reflection:
Hugh presented a passionate and engaging program,
demonstrating that in this ever changing world it is more
important than ever to teach our kids Resilience. I have
been fortunate enough to hear Hugh talk 3 times now.
Each time taking away practical, evidence based
strategies to help with raising resilient, happy kids.OLA
does a fantastic job implementing this into the school
program in the way of practicing gratitude daily and also
with morning meditations. I am grateful to have had the
opportunity to attend The Resilience Project talks and take
the knowledge from this program further into our home, to
the benefit of our kids and our family as a whole.
Bianca Fenwick

Hugh also encouraged us to find ways to be mindful, calm and fully present. He finished by
asking us to list the names of 10 people that we have been thinking about lately and to
connect with one of those people in some small way each day. You may like to read Hugh’s
recent book Finding Happiness Through Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness or to listen to
his new podcast ‘The Imperfects’. We are fortunate to have such an inspiring human being
in our great city of Melbourne.

STEM Award

In last week’s OLA Virtual Assembly we had four special guests online with us: Saskia B,
Isha G, Jasmine P and Grace T. These four Grade 6 students won the Catholic Education
Melbourne STEM Make a Difference Innovation Award 2019 for their inquiry into making a
DIY Playmat for kids with ADHD to play with to help them focus and concentrate in class.
The playmat was a sensory mat made of different recyclable materials that have different
textures. For their innovation and confidence in presentation to the judges in the city they
received a framed certificate, book voucher, family pass to Scienceworks and Sovereign Hill
and an excursion for their whole grade. Congratulations Saskia, Isha, Jasmine and Grace
and may you always remember this great experience, going through the selection process,
participating in the STEM MAD Showcase, being judged and winning the award. We thank
you all for your patience in receiving this award. Mrs Danson and all of us at OLA are very
proud of you.

Commissioning of OLA Fire Carriers
Today we celebrated National Reconciliation Week
by commissioning our 2020 OLA Fire Carriers.

We acknowledge the Boon Wurrung people
as the traditional custodians of this land. We
come together in peace and harmony
respecting the dignity of each person.

Fire is central to Australian Aboriginal culture. In a circle around the campfire people
told, sang or danced stories of Law and customs, teaching them to live their lives in
order and harmony with all creation. They believe that the Spirit of the Creator always
Was, Is and Ever shall Be in all living things, from the heavens to the earth.

Let me tell you about the Father and the Son
When the early settlers first arrived in our land they
tried to put out the ancient campfires and fire sticks
and began to banish the stories of Law of the first
people. They wanted to use their own fire sticks
which did not come from the Father and Son’s
campfire. They began damaging the sacred land,
rivers and waterholes, even the heavens were being
invaded. These people were stumbling around not
listening;; they couldn’t see what they were doing.
When you hurt the land, the people hurt, both are
crying out in pain. When sacred things are taken
away the spirit is crushed, the land and the people
get sick and can die.

When the Great Spirit (Our Father) sees these things, He places a strong spirit within
special people, just as He did long ago with Jesus. He carried the message of the
Father to all the people of the world in his time, who were also stumbling and losing
their way and not seeing things as they really were. But some listened to the message
and many didn’t, they wanted to have their own way of doing things, not the way of the
Father and the Son. The story that Jesus told was a new way of caring about all people
and all things. This was the same as the spirit ancestors of this land used to do. So the
Fire of New Dreaming story belongs to our school, just as the Scriptures.

As FIRE Carriers at OLA we have laid strong foundations in our school community to
build respect, understanding and knowledge of our shared story that started in this rich
land 40,000 years ago and continues today.
Today we invited our FIRE Carriers to stand tall. Our Fire Carriers are the Living
Flames that will ignite the Fire of the New Dreaming of True Justice, Love, Compassion
and Hope for the world today.
May our Fire Carriers wear this badge with pride
and as an outward sign as a Friend Igniting
Reconciliation through Education in our school.

As FIRE Carriers they will:
raise awareness and promote Indigenous Culture at
OLA
fundraise for the Open the Doors Foundation
represent OLA at community events and gatherings
help with Reconciliation activities and celebrations
participate and lead Aboriginal prayer and liturgy

As we stand around this fire, let us receive its blessing;
Spirit of the Fire, be on our lips, that we may speak the truth in kindness
Spirit of the Fire, put your glow in our eyes, that we may see what is
good in life and in all people
Spirit of the Fire, burn in our ears, that we may hear with deep listening
Spirit of the Fire, be in our arms and hands, that we may serve others with care
Spirit of the Fire, be in our legs and feet so that we may walk the earth
with respect and give thanks for its life-giving nourishment
Spirit of the Fire, brand our hearts with the eternal flame of your love,
that we may become the bearers of peace, beauty, hope, harmony and Reconciliation.
The Fire Carriers read this blessing prayer which is over 40,000 years old and belonged
to the original Australian people - from the Aboriginal People of the Kimberley

Student Reports
At the end of this term you will receive a written report about your child’s learning in
Semester 1, however it will look different from usual as the content on which we will report
will be reduced. There will be no plotting of students against the Victorian Curriculum
Achievement standards.
The June school report that you will receive in Week 11 will provide:
an overview of the key learning curriculum areas of Religious Education and Inquiry
an overview of the Specialist areas of Physical Education, STEM, Art and Japanese
a checklist of student learning achievement for English and Mathematics based on the
Achievement Standards in the Victorian Curriculum
a General Comment on your child's work habits throughout Semester 1.

The end of year report (December) will provide a more comprehensive view of the year’s
learning across all usual curriculum areas.

New Baby
We are thrilled to announce the
safe and joyous arrival of our
newest member of the OLA
community, Ryan Vohra.
Congratulations to Vidhi Mehta and
Raman Vohra on the birth of Ryan
and congratulations to Nathan
Vohra (1/2CM) on becoming a big
brother.

We are grateful for a smooth return to school life for our Prep-Grade 2 students this week and
that the drop off and pick up process has been seamless. We look forward to our Grade 3-6
students returning on Tuesday 9 June. Enjoy the weekend and continue to stay well.
Richard Jacques
Principal

All students attending Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School have the right to feel
safe and be safe. The highest possible standard of care, safety and wellbeing of children and
young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school community.

Religious Dimensions

Pentecost

On Sunday we will celebrate Pentecost: a time when the Holy Spirit was made visible to the
Apostles through wind, tongues of flames and the ability to speak in different languages.
Acts 2:1-11
When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, when suddenly they
heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire
house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues
of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of
speech.
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at this
sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own
language. They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking are
Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own native language?
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as
visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike – Cretans and Arabs; we hear them
preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.’

Religious Dimensions
Some wonderings to consider…
I wonder what the Apostles were thinking when the Tongues of Fire
surrounded each of their heads?
I wonder what is the gift of the Holy Spirit that was given to the Apostles?
I wonder how this gift impacted their lives?
I wonder what gift would you like to receive from the Holy Spirit?

National Reconcilation Week

The theme for National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 2020 is ‘In this together’. National
Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared
histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to
achieving reconciliation in Australia.
The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates
commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful
1967 referendum, and the High Court Mabo decision respectively.
Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move
forward, creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider
Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/

Religious Dimensions

Reconciliation Prayer

Holy Father, God of Love,
You are the Creator of all things.
We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history
and the sufferings of Our peoples,
and we ask your forgiveness.
We thank you for the survival of Indigenous cultures
Our hope is in you because you gave your Son Jesus
to reconcile the world to you.
We pray for your strength and grace to forgive, accept and love one another, as you love
us and forgive and accept us in the sacrifice of your Son.
Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history so that we may build a better
future for our Nation.
Teach us to respect all cultures.
Teach us to care for our land and waters.
Help us to share justly the resources of this land. Help us to bring about spiritual and
social change to improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities, especially
the disadvantaged.
Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit.
May your power and love be the foundations on which we build our families, our
communities and our Nation, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Wontulp Bi-Buya Indigenous Theology Working Group 13 March 1997 Brisbane, Qld).

Religious Dimensions

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal 2020

This year, the winter appeal at OLA will run from Monday 1st June until Friday 26th June.
During this time, we ask families to donate what they can; cans of food, non-perishable
food, new scarves, new beanies, toiletries, etc. We understand that certain people’s
situations are financially tight at the moment due to Coronavirus, so there is absolutely no
obligation to donate if you are unable to do so. For those who can, please bring your
donations to the front office.
At the end of the winter appeal, on Friday 26th June, we will have a Feast of the Sacred
Heart whole school virtual prayer service. After the prayer service, the members of our
local OLA St Vincent de Paul conference will come to collect the donations.

Religious Dimensions

Australian Catholic Magazine
The Australian Catholic Magazine is now digital. To access the full magazine, including the
locked sections of the website, each person needs to register. This can be found top right on
the Australian Catholics website www.australiancatholics.com.au just under the Facebook
and Twitter icons. Alternatively you can use this link to go directly to the page:
https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/login.aspx?l=1
Once signed up you will receive an email to verify your account. After that you will simply
need to login to the website to access any locked articles or resources.

Caitlan Taig
Religious Education Leader

Learning and
Teaching

This year NSS took
place on Wednesday
27 May 2020 at 11am
(AEST) and we
enjoyed sharing
‘Whitney and Britney
Chicken Divas’ written
and illustrated by
Lucinda Gifford.
Josy Reeder
Learning and Teaching Leader

at
“Return to school.
A trauma informed approach”
Extract from an article written by Dr Tara Quinlivan
“.....For many children the return to school will be a delightful experience. It will mean
reconnecting with friends and school teachers and they will race out the front door ready
to get back to normal. This however won’t be everyone’s experience. In fact, I imagine
that it won’t be a lot of families experience. The return to school is likely to stir up some
anxiety for our kids, ourselves and our teachers. Emerging from the sanctuary of our
homes and back out into public spaces is likely to be a little confronting. This is at odds
with our concurrent feelings of wanting to break free from this lockdown. At the moment
I’m feeling pretty stifled being at home. In my mind I’m ready to get back into the world. A
few weekends ago I took a very big adventure to the local fruit and veg shop, I even
chose to do my shopping at a nearby farm to make it extra special. However, once I was
there I started to feel nervous. I suddenly remembered that the world was not as safe as I
wanted it to be. I was confronted by the hand sanitizer at the door, the restriction of how
many people could be in the shop at any one time, I remained vigilant about keeping a
respectful distance from other shoppers and staff, and I had to stand a socially
uncomfortable distance from the check out. It wasn’t the outing I envisioned. I left feeling
sad and a little angry. Something like this might be our children’s experience of returning
to school. First, our children will be hit by the anticipatory anxiety of going out into a world
that feels unsafe. Over the past few weeks we’ve had to teach them that the outside
world is dangerous and that staying home is a must. Soon we will renege on that claim
and force them back into the world we just told them was unsafe. It’s going to a tricky
transition for them. Second, once they are at school they’ll discover it isn’t exactly the
same experience that they knew before COVID19. There will likely be many differences
whether it be the initial lack of other year levels, or the additional safety procedures the
school is implementing. This lack of congruity is likely to be uncomfortable. For children
the ‘not quite the sameness’ and anticipatory anxiety will only be compounded by their
innate desire to be near their caregivers and places of security when they feel distressed.
Some things you might start to see in the coming weeks include:
For parents;
Reluctance or refusal to go to school
Increased clingyness in the morning
Increased tearfulness
Poor sleep on nights before school
Temper tantrums on school mornings
Feeling sick- especially stomach aches, headaches and any other ache related to
muscle tension (sore legs, jaws etc) ….”

at
Our teachers will be easing our
students back to the classroom by:
Doing activities to help them reconnect with peers.
Spending time going over new safety procedures.
Remaining positive in our focus acknowledging previous anxiety and current nervous
jitters
Re- establishing routines which create predictability.
Practise routines (washing hands, lining up, sitting etc…) and provide many
opportunities for practise.
Doing play based activities that acknowledge the time away, such as
1. What new skill I learned while I was at home
2. What I missed most about school
3. Show and tell skills, photos from ISO
Josy Reeder
Learning Diversity and Wellbeing Leader

FROM THE OFFICE

Winter Uniform

Our students are required to wear winter uniform when they return to school this term.

Information regarding Before and After School Care
We are pleased to advise families that the OSHClub are continuing both Before School
Care and After School Care.

Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund (CSEF)
Families holding a valid means tested concession card or temporary foster parents are
eligible to apply. $125 per year is paid for each eligible primary school student, with $225
per year paid for eligible secondary school students. Payments are made directly to the
school and are tied to the student and will be credited to your school fee account. If you
have recently received a Health Care Card, OLA will apply for the CSEF on your behalf.
Schools are able to accept and process applications up until the end of term two, so if
you don't have a HCC now but expect to receive one before the end of Term 2, an
application can be made at a later date. Please take a photo of your HCC and email it to
Gabrielle at accounts@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au Gabrielle will complete the form
and applicants can sign it at a later date when school returns to normal.

CANTEEN NOTICES

Term 2 Week 7

ADDITIONAL NOTICES

