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Holy Trinity
Trinity Sunday is celebrated each year on
the first Sunday after Pentecost. On Trinity
Sunday we celebrated the Christian
doctrine of the three Persons of God; the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
We celebrated the Feast of the Holy
Trinity last weekend.
This year has been challenging with
everything from bushfires to floods to a
global pandemic and now to an open and
much needed discussion of human rights.

We are called now, more than ever, to be in community with God and one another. May
the Trinity guide us at this time more than ever

Reflection

Three folds of the cloth
yet only one napkin is
there,
Three joints in the finger,
but still only one finger
fair,
Three leaves of the
shamrock,
yet no more than one
shamrock to wear,
Frost, snow-flakes and ice,
all in water their origin
share
Three persons in God,
to one God alone we make
prayer
Author unknown
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Dear OLA Families,
We congratulate all our Grade 3 - Grade 6 students on the way that they returned to school
this week. It is wonderful to now have all our students back together again onsite. On
Tuesday, we watched proudly as all students returned to a sense of normality and seamlessly
transitioned back into their classrooms and playground. There were lots of smiles and chatter
as the students reconnected with their peers and teachers. Our wonderful staff created
special welcome back messages across the school. I am proud of all we have been able to
achieve together.

Thank you to all our families for the support of your
child/ren during remote learning. For some it will have
been the biggest challenge of this time and for others it will
have been a precious time where you will have seen your
child/ren grow academically, in resilience or in height! We
thank you all for giving your best during this challenging
time.

We hope you had the opportunity to see the staff
celebrating and 'dancing in' all our students to
Justin Timberlake's song ‘Can't Stop The
Feeling’. This post received 1900 hits!
https://youtu.be/pNnZE75zjZA

Dates for your Diary
Friday 19 June

Reports sent home

Monday 22 June Wednesday 24 June

2021 First Round Prep Family Interviews

Tuesday 23 June

3.30-5.00pm Parent/Teacher Interviews via Zoom

Wednesday 24 June

3.30-5.00pm Parent/Teacher Interviews via Zoom

Thursday 25 June

Early Finish; 12.45pm for Prep-Grade 3 and their siblings
1.00pm for remaining Grade 4-6 students
1.00-6.00pm Parent/Teacher Interviews via Zoom

Friday 26th June

Last day of term 2 with normal staggered times to end the day

Monday 13 July

School Closure Day

Tuesday 14 July

Term 3 commences for students

Our usual busy school calendar is comparatively empty against previous years. We are
currently in uncharted waters with so many of our annual school events postponed or
cancelled due the protocols as put in place by the Government and Catholic Education
Melbourne. Our planning for the Sacraments, school masses, assemblies, excursions, Year
5/6 Interschool Sports, OLA Fete etc all await confirmation as to whether they will proceed
and if so, in what format.

Parents & Friends
The OLA P&F is primarily a collection of parents who promote a sense of community within
the school by organising social and fundraising activities for the school parents. I would like
to thank the 2019 P&F and all OLA families for their fundraising efforts. While it is usual
practice that the money raised is celebrated at the end of each school year, I can now
confirm that $30,000 has been presented to the school for the following projects:
$20,000 towards the electronic sign on Centre Dandenong Road
$5000 towards the black display boards used in the Brigid Hall for the Art Show
$5000 towards resources for the STEM Makerspace
Thank you to all in our community for making these projects possible - this is an amazing
contribution to our great school.

2020 P&F Wish List
The P&F love to have a target and a project to work towards that benefits the community and
in particular the students of OLA. While we have been canvassing ideas from the students and
staff at school, we invite parents to share their ideas with the 2020 P&F Committee in person
or via email the P&F Chair Martin McDonnell pandfchair@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au
Ideas presented so far include:
Additional water taps/bubblers
New line markings
Bike Education Program and extra spaces for bikes
New take home readers
Inspiration walls in bathrooms

Safety
We thank you for your cooperation and understanding with the staggered times of drop off and
pick up. For those driving into the OLA Car Park we appreciate you driving up to the zebra
crossing and the children having their bags right there beside them so that they alight your
vehicle safely and efficiently. If you or your child/ren are parking and hopping out of the car,
please ensure that you stay safe and walk up to the zebra crossing to cross safely rather than
crossing in between cars.

Sport
While we understand that we are not able to participate and compete in interschool events as
we usually do, we are keen to let our OLA athletes shine. We ran the 800m athletics trials
today. The children are running in their age group, as in how old the child will be on Dec 31st
2020. Other trials will take place in class PE lessons and next Friday we will do the same for
hurdle trials and the last Friday of term we are going to be running Cross Country for Grades 36. We miss our families being able to be with us for such special events.

Reports
On Friday 19 June you will receive a written report about your child’s learning in Semester 1,
however it will look different from usual as the content on which we will report will be reduced.
There will be no plotting of students against the Victorian Curriculum Achievement standards.
The June school report that you will receive will provide:
an overview of the key learning curriculum areas of Religious Education and Inquiry
an overview of the Specialist areas of Physical Education, STEM, Art and Japanese
a checklist of student learning achievement for English and Mathematics based on the
Achievement Standards in the Victorian Curriculum
a genereal comment
The end of year report (December) will provide a more comprehensive view of the year’s
learning across all usual curriculum areas.

Parent/Teacher Interviews
Parent/Teacher Interviews will go ahead this term - online! Interviews will be held via Zoom
video conference. As usual, parents will register for a time via www.schoolinterviews.com
and on confirmation of booking, you will receive the Zoom link. I thank Caitlan Taig for
managing the organisation of this important event. The interviews will take the form of a 10
minute conversation where the teachers are keen to share current information and learn from
you what you observed during remote learning.
To reduce lengthy periods of screen time as much as possible for staff, interviews will run
across three sessions:
Tuesday 23th June 3:30-5.00pm
Wednesday 24th June 3:30-5.00pm
Thursday 25th June 1:30-6.00pm
Please note that Thursday 25th June will remain as an early finish as per the school calendar:
12:45pm Finish for Prep - Grade 3 and siblings
1:00pm Finish for remaining Grade 4-6 students
OSH club will be provided from 12:45pm onwards
The School Interviews booking website will be open and advertised via Caremonkey next
Tuesday 16th June. Further instructions will be provided then.

Return of Devices
A huge thank you is in order for the way in which the devices across the school were returned
over the past three weeks. Approximately 120 chromebooks and several iPads were distributed
to our students and amazingly, not one was returned with any damage. We're extremely grateful
for the care and respect all of our students and families showed with these borrowed devices and
it exemplifies the respectful attitude we model and expect from our students.

Gardening
Following the great work at our earlier Working
Bee this year, we have emptied the three garden
beds near the oval area and admin area. We
topped up the beds with healthy veggie garden soil
and seedlings. We thank our gardening teams for
taking care of them and we thank all for keeping
balls and feet off these exciting veggie patches.

Possum

During the week we had a visit from a disorientated possum
who sat in the centre of the oval. Wildlife Victoria were called
and they came within half an hour to pick up the possum to
give it the care it needed. The Wildlife Victoria representative
complimented the school on ensuring that the possum was
protected by a cage with a towel over the top and that the
children kept their distance during the break time to give the
possum the best chance to survive and the calmest
environment possible.

Mini Vinnies
Last week during our remote assembly we commissioned our Mini Vinnie leaders. We thank Tony
French from the Cheltenham St Vincent de Paul Conference for joining our assembly to
commission the children and explain the importance of their roles. We thank Zac S, Nicholas V,
Connor H, Ally S, Olivia C and Matilda L for taking on this responsibility. You will hear more from
them in the coming weeks as they help to organise and promote the OLA Winter Appeal.

Enrolments
We are very excited to be meeting with all our
prospective 2021 Prep families over the next
fortnight. An exciting time for OLA. We continue to
welcome applications for next year. If you are aware
of friends or family members wishing to enrol at OLA
please advise them that enrolment forms are to be
submitted. Enrolment forms can be found on the
school website or available from the school office.
Please email Gabrielle or Alicia at
office@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au and
they will be more than happy to send you out the
relevant information. If you have any questions
please do not hesitate to call me on 9584 9488.

Gratitude
This week I have had some of the artwork created by students at
OLA framed and hung in my office. It is so lovely to celebrate some
of the great work of students at OLA and to no longer have bare
walls in my new office!! Thanks Georgette in Grade 6 for being the
first to have your great work displayed.

This week the students across the school have
acknowledged World Ocean Day at OLA. There
is a very strong message of 'Reduce, Reuse and
Recycle' so that we can help reduce the human
impact on our beautiful ocean. On World Oceans
Day, people around our blue planet celebrate
and honour our ocean, which connects us all. By
working together, we can -- and will -- protect
and restore our shared ocean.

Have a great weekend.
Richard Jacques
Principal

All students attending Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School have the right to feel
safe and be safe. The highest possible standard of care, safety and wellbeing of children and
young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school community.

Religious Dimensions

Mass attendance
We are so grateful that some Covid restrictions are being eased. Weekday Masses have
been operating this last week at a smaller capacity. There are now 20 people able to attend
each Mass and we are still being vigilant with physical distancing and hygiene protocols. If
you would like to attend, please book via the Parish Office at least a day prior.

Project Compassion
Thank you to everyone who donated to
Project Compassion during the season
of Lent. The school raised $101.65 for
Project Compassion this year – thank
you for your generous contributions.

Trinity Prayer
God For Us, we call You Father,
God Alongside Us, we call You Jesus,
God Within Us, we call You Holy Spirit.
You are the Eternal Mystery
That enables, enfolds, and enlivens all things,
Even us, and even me.
Every name falls short of your
Goodness and Greatness.
We can only see who You are in what is.
We ask for such perfect seeing.
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be.
Amen.
-Richard Rohr, OFM

Religious Dimensions

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal 2020
We are the Social Justice Leaders and the newly Commissioned
Mini Vinnie Leaders for OLA. We want to explain to you why the
Winter Appeal is important.
The Winter Appeal has started and is on a roll.
We encourage families to bring any of the following items:
Non-perishable food (e.g. pasta, canned foods, etc.)
Toiletries (e.g. tissues, toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, etc.)
New scarves, beanies, gloves and socks
The theme for this year’s appeal is helping people in need,
specifically, those impacted by the Covid situation. We appreciate
anything you can bring, no matter the size of the donation.
Donations can be dropped off at the front office – thank you
to those who have already done so.

Caitlan Taig
Religious Education Leader

As you might know, the donations are given to people in need
in the local area. Items are being collected by the Cheltenham
Vinnies conference on Friday 26th June.
Thank you. Zac S and Ally S 6GO

FROM THE OFFICE

OLA Uniform Shop
Our uniform shop at OLA is run by 3 lovely parent volunteers; Sarah Soltan, Elena Ricciuti &
Dian Kett. Sarah, Elena and Dian are available by phone whenever you need uniforms. Please
contact the school office on 9584 9488 for their details.

School Fees
Thank you to those who have paid their Term 2 school fee accounts.
If you have concerns about your financial situation. please contact Richard Jacques on the
following confidentail email address: feesupport@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au
We are committed to working with our families as we get through these challenging times,

Learning and
Teaching

HOME
LEARNING
SUPPORT
TIP!

When children read and
are asked questions,
they will think and
answer literally. To
support your child with
developing more
complex
comprehension skills,
use inferential and
critical thinking
questions types to
check comprehension.

Josy Reeder
Learning and Teaching Leader

at
Our teachers will be easing our students
back into the classroom by:
Doing activities to help them reconnect with
peers.
Spending time going over new safety
procedures.
Remaining positive in our focus acknowledging previous anxiety and current nervous
jitters.
Re- establishing routines which create predictability.
Practise routines (washing hands, lining up, sitting etc…) and provide many
opportunities for practise.
Doing play based activities that acknowledge the time away, such as
1. What new skill I learned while I was at home
2. What I missed most about school
3. Show and tell- skills, photos from ISO

The bike shed is full
for back to school!!

Happy children,
happy parents!

at

at

Josy Reeder
Learning Diversity and Wellbeing Leader

Library

Thank you to everyone
who has already
returned their library
books.
If you still have library
books we would
appreciate their return
as soon as possible

LIBRARY

Working Dog!
Dear OLA Community,
We have recently received “George”, he is a foster puppy who is being trained to become a
detector dog for the Australian Border Force. Detector dogs help protect Australia's borders, as
he gets older, he will be trained to find prohibited and restricted goods. He will be able to check
people, products and large areas quickly. Did you know that a dog can
search the entire cargo of a Boeing 747 for narcotics in 20 minutes—this same task would take
a team of Australian Border Force officers 10 hours!
Australian Border Force detector dogs have played an important role in protecting Australia
from prohibited imports for many years, they began using detector dogs in 1969.
Since then the program has evolved significantly and continues to look for ways to improve
training methods.
We have had George since he was 9 weeks old and he
will stay with until he is approximately 12 months old. As
a puppy he needs lots of nurturing and socialisation. To
be suitable as a detector dog he must display a high level
of confidence in all areas. If successful he is destined for
deployment in many challenging environments involving
noise, machinery, vehicles and people, therefore it is
crucial he becomes accustomed to all types of sights and
sounds in busy urban environments, such as school
grounds and children.

George at OLA

From the Morina Family

You may see George on the school grounds during drop off and pick up at OLA. This is an
agreement between the family and the school to assist with George’s training. A few things
have been agreed upon to ensure safety for all:
George will always be wearing his border force training vest
An adult will always be in charge of his lead
Because George is learning, we are discouraging people from
patting him – as hard as that may be for some!
The Prep and Junior students will participate in a Responsible Pet
Ownership program in Term 3 to teach them how to be safe
around all animals. The date is yet to be determined as we are
limited by Covid restrictions currently.
Caitlan Taig
Deputy Principal

Art 4 School - After School Program
Art 4 School is an interactive after school
Visual Arts program for OLA children in all
levels P-6 who want to further develop their
skills and techniques in art. They will be
given the opportunity to use a wide range of
media and tools and will explore a range of
processes that include drawing, clay,
painting, printing, collage, mixed media,
textiles and construction.
It will be a one hour session straight after school which will allow them to spend
time with friends and make new friends in a familiar environment.
The goal is to give the children a skill based, fun open-ended art experience in a
supportive environment, as well as instil a lifelong appreciation for art.
Classes will be run in our wonderful Art Room by Samantha Hudson the Visual
Arts teacher and will begin in Term 3 Week 1. If you are interested in joining ART
4 SCHOOL please email Samantha Hudson at samhudson951@gmail.com
If any children from Term 1 classes would like to continue please email
Samantha Hudson.
Classes will be held in the school art room each Thursday from 3.15pm-4.30pm
(75 mins)
Classes are designed to be sequential so I encourage the children to attend each
lesson as unfortunately there are no make up lessons.
Term 3 will be a an 9 week program ( Week 1 – week 9).
Children will come to the art room straight after the dismissal bell with their art
smock on.
Class fees are $20 a lesson plus a $20 art materials fees each term. Term 3
invoices will be sent out at the end of Term 2 and are due by the end of WEEK 1
Term 3. Invoices will then be sent out in the last week of Term for the following
term.
At the end of each lesson Mrs Hudson will take the children out to the courtyard
in front of the school hall so children can be collected by their parents/guardians
Please join the Art 4 School Facebook page for updates and images of the
children’s art work each week.
For any other information or questions please don’t hesitate to email me at
samhudson951@gmail.com
Sam Hudson
Visual Arts Teacher

CANTEEN NOTICES

Term 2 Week 9

