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A Blessing of Peace
Deep peace, pure gold of the sun to you.

Deep peace, pure white of the moon to you.

Deep peace, pure blue of the sky to you.

Deep peace, pure green of the grass to you.

Deep peace, pure brown of the earth to you.

Deep peace, pure light of the dew to you.

Deep peace of the running wave to you.

Deep peace of the whispering trees to you.

Deep peace of the flowing air to you.

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you

Deep peace of the shining stars to you.

Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you.

 
Irish prayer



Dear OLA Families,

What an action packed term we have enjoyed so far! We have loved squeezing the Cross Country in before
the heavens opened up and also to have completed the two week intensive swimming program. We have had
parents along to support both these events and then at the end of last week we celebrated the special women
in our lives with the Mother’s Day Breakfast. It has felt so good to be coming together again. Thank you all for
your support and presence. Our students have been so proud to have shared these moments with you.

Mother's Day Celebration

We hope that all our amazing OLA mothers, grandmothers and great women in our lives enjoyed their special
day last Sunday. This precious day is a time to stop, reflect, be thankful for, and celebrate the significance
mothers and mother figures have on our lives. As we paused to think about our mothers, we also thought of those
that are no longer with us. We give thanks to, and remember their influence on our lives in shaping who we are
today. 

We thank all the mothers who joined us for the Mother’s Day Breakfast on Friday 7 May. What a great opportunity
for our families to gather and reconnect in this capacity. Thank you to Andy and members of the OLA Parents
and Friends Committee for supporting this event. It was fantastic to see so many Dads turning up to host this
memorable occasion. 



Mother's Day Stall

One of our favourite stalls of the year -
the Mother’s Day Stall!! Thank you
Kate and your troop of helpers for
ordering the gifts and coordinating the
stall. We hope the OLA mums and the
special women in our lives enjoyed
their gifts!! We know the children loved
buying you each a special thought.

P-4 Swimming

We are so proud of the determination and
focus that our swimmers had during the two
week intensive swimming program at
Mentone Girls Grammar School. Thank you
for the excellent feedback about the venue
and quality of the instructors. Thank you to
our staff and helpers for making this
possible. We hope all students have
recharged and caught up on their sleep and
rest!!

Werribee Zoo

Congratulations to our Grade 5/6 students for representing our school with pride at the Werribee Zoo on their
recent excursion. We thank you for being so engaged in your learning and for helping make this experience and
opportunity so fun and memorable.



We continue to lead OLA school tours for prospective families. This week, we sent out first round offers to
current and 'new' families. Over the coming weeks Caitlan, Josy and I have the privilege to meet these
families onsite. These invaluable meetings are such an important step in the transitioning of children from
Kindergarten to Prep. We have been so proud to showcase our school to the many families interested in
learning more about OLA over the last couple of months. Whilst the first round of offers have been offered
we continue to welcome enrolment applications. Thank you to our community for speaking so highly of our
great school - your connections and affirmations of OLA are greatly appreciated.

No nail polish
Hair ties must be the colour of your hair or the school colours of blue and/or white
Sneakers 'only' on PE day or instructed by the classroom/sport teacher
Black shoes with black soles must be worn with Full School Winter Uniform
Extreme hairstyles (eg: spikes or mohawks) are not permitted.
These expectations align with all feeder secondary school

We have now transitioned to our winter uniform and remind all students to be mindful of these expectations.
School shorts are permitted over this period. A few gentle reminders:

A huge call out to Mrs Thompson, the OLA staff and parents for braving the ‘typical’ Cross Country weather
when supporting our Grade 3-6 students in participating in the OLA House Team Cross Country event 2021.
We wish our OLA Team all the very best as they compete in the upcoming District Cross Country
Championships.

Save the date!! Saturday 13 November  

I understand that this special event is one of the favourite days in the OLA
Calendar. We look forward to your support of this great community event. Please
sign up to join the committee or volunteer for a specific role by responding to the
Operoo sent out on 30 April.

OLA FETE 2021

Cross Country

Prep 2022 First Round Offers

Winter Uniform



Our second Working Bee for 2021 is scheduled for this Sunday 16 May. The Working Bee will run from 12.30-
2.30pm. A special request to bring along wheelbarrows and shovels, hedge trimmers, secateurs and whipper
snippers. We are keen to top up pine bark mulch and soft fall for the playground. Please sign in at the
Working Bee shed. All welcome
We are looking forward to welcoming the Alessi, Davidson, Rejman, Vranjes, Wise, Giacobello, James,
Monotti, Videkanic, Konstantos, Andronico, Kirstien, Thapa, Maillard, Shannon, Famelos, Rutkowski,
Webster, Canas, Malone-Marty, White, Moran, Wickenton, Charters-Wood, Fenwick, Hollier, Melican,
Sullivan, Fernandes, Lawlor, O'Connor, Seguel, Verna, Kalabakas, Neuweck, Poggi, Stankovic,
Bourandanis, Dressing, Hayden, Liang, Prout, Smith, Bradley, Gurung, Leskie Mayne, Reay, Splawa-
Neyman, Cooper, Cowell, Mee and Watkins families.

 Working Bee - Sunday 16 May 12.30-2.30pm

2021 School Calendar (click here for the link to the calendar)

Key Dates - Term 2, Week 5

Grade 1/2s Faith Formation EveningThursday 20 May

Wednesday 19 May 9.15am Grade 5/6MB Parish Mass Visit

Wednesday 19 May National Simultaneous Story Time - Give Me Some Space 
by Philip Bunting

Monday 17 May First Eucharist Reflection Day

Tuesday 25 - Wednesday 
26 May

Key Dates - Term 2, Week 6

Prep 2022 Interviews for new and current families

National Sorry DayWednesday 26 May

Monday 24 May Grade 1/2 Excursion to the Royal Melbourne Botanic Gardens

Monday 24 May OLA are celebrating National Reconciliation Week this week

Wednesday 26 May City of Kingston Junior Mayor for the Day for OLA School  Captains

Wednesday 26 May 9.15am Grade 5/6MV Parish Mass Visit

Thursday 27 May 7.00pm Fete Committee Meeting

Friday 28 May Have A Ball Day - OLA families to bring balls to school to donate

Friday 28 May OLA Cancer Council Biggest Afternoon Tea to honour and 
celebrate the life of one of our beautiful Mums Cassandra Morris

Friday 28 May 6.00-7.15pm OLA P&F Grade P-2 Disco
7.30-8.45pm OLA P&F Grade 3-6 Disco

Sunday 30 May 9.00am & 11.00am Sacrament of First Eucharist

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au_s5dbl1on7gpsfdb5lenpsm0ko0@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Australia/Melbourne
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au_s5dbl1on7gpsfdb5lenpsm0ko0@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Australia/Melbourne


I recently shared a moment where my son’s football team played around 10 children from OLA and the
Cheltenham Panthers in a game at Ormond. I was so proud to see the students from OLA play as a team and
play with great skills and sportsmanship. Not long after this I received news that 3 OLA students were the
recipients of the Cheltenham Junior Football Club’s Aussie Spirit Award. The award is approved by the
Department of Veteran Affairs and is awarded to the best player on the ground during the game on 25 April as
nominated by the opposition Coach and Team Manager.

All students attending Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School have the right to feel safe and be
safe.  The highest possible standard of care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a

fundamental responsibility of all within our school community.

Richard Jacques
Principal

Celebrations

We congratulate Tommy H (Under 11s), Callum T (Under 12s), Tony Mc (under 10s) and Max W who all play
footy for the Panthers at Le Page. There is only one medal per team so this is a great honour for these three
boys to have received this.

The idea behind the medallion is to commemorate Anzac Day and the qualities that encompass the Anzac
spirit. These qualities include: determination, sportsmanship, bravery, selfless acts and/or team orientated
acts. These four key criteria have been chosen as a tribute to the men and women who fought to ensure we
are able to lead the comfortable lifestyle we live today, and it gives the junior players an opportunity to learn
about the ANZAC’s dedication and how to use these qualities in their everyday lives.

Congratulations to Mrs Millinski on becoming a special Mimi (Nanna) again. A big welcome to Zach - a baby
boy for Paul and Jade. Willow is now a proud big sister!!

Congratulations

We came together for a whole school photo on Thursday as this was not able to be done earlier when all the
other photos were taken. We look forward to receiving this photo which will capture our great community of
students and staff. We will display this in the front office. Thank you all for your support and engagement in our
action packed Term 2 so far. More to come…! Enjoy your weekend.



We are excited for the OLA 2021 Winter Appeal which started this
week. With your support we can help the people that are struggling
this winter with basic necessities. We would appreciate any
donations such as non-perishable foods for example pasta, canned
food and rice. We also are looking for warm clothing like gloves,
beanies, blankets and scarves. Please bring any donations to your
classroom where they’ll be collected on Friday 11th June. Even the
smallest donations can help the less fortunate. We would love to see
what you and your families can bring in this winter.

Religious Dimensions

Project Compassion
We are excited to announce that the school raised $275.40 for Project Compassion during
Lent this year. Thank you to all who donated during this time. 

OLA Winter Appeal

By Lily K & Mia M
Social Justice ‘Mini Vinnie’ Leaders

Caitlan Taig
Religious Education Leader
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Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally
Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability
(NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify
information already available in the school about support
provided to students with disabilities. These relate to legislative
requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and
the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the
NCCD guidelines (2019).

at

Josy Reeder
Learning Diversity/Wellbeing Leader

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data
(NCCD) on School Students with Disability

year of schooling
category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional
level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice,
supplementary, substantial or extensive.

formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools
consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools
develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve
educational outcomes for students with disability.

Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:

This information assists schools to:

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more
broadly for the support of students with a disability.

The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any testing
process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no individual
student will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All
information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and disclosure of personal
information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy
Policy (Privacy).

Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au).

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact Josy Reeder (Learning Diversity and
Wellbeng leader) on jreeder@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au

https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
mailto:jreeder@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au


HAVE A BALL AT 8:30 -8:50
WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY AT 9:00
FIRE CARRIER LED ACTIVITIES AT 12:00 - 2:00

ON FRIDAY 28 MAY WE WILL ACKNOWLEDGE AND CELEBRATE NRW WITH:

TeachingLearning and
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK (NRW) 2021

Thursday 27th May - Wednesday 3rd June

MORE THAN A WORD. RECONCILIATION TAKES ACTION

OLA Cheltenham Primary School Fundraising Day

Friday 28 May 2021 Proudly sponsored by: 

Putting smiles on the faces of kids in need

The Have a ball Foundation provides sporting balls to kids in
schools and communities in the remote areas of outback Australia.

We also raise money to support the health and well-being of
Indigenous children and raise awareness of the poor standard of
living conditions in these areas.

All balls and donations will be collected on Friday 28th May 2021.



reading
writing
language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation)
numeracy

performance. Your child’s teacher will have the best insight into your child’s educational progress.
NAPLAN results do not measure overall school quality.

The assessments are undertaken nationwide, every year, in May. 
NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four areas (or ‘domains’) of:

All students in Years 3 and 5 participated in NAPLAN tests this week.
NAPLAN tests provide information on how your child is progressing
against national standards. NAPLAN tests are one aspect of each
school’s assessment and reporting process, they do not replace the
extensive, ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student's

Teaching Learningand

Josy Reeder
Teaching and Learning Leader

Thursday 19 May is National Simultaneous Storytime. It is held annually by the Australian Library
and Information Association (ALIA). Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian
author and illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres,
family homes, bookshops Give Me Some Space by Phillip Bunting



Namarrkon - the Lightning Spirit.

According to Aboriginal culture, the Dreaming, or the Dreamtime, is the period in 
which life was created. Aboriginal people believe that in the beginning of time the
 ancestral spirits, who were hidden in the sky, the sea and under the surface of the 
earth, emerged and created all natural things. The spirits walked on land and created 
rivers, waterholes, streams, forests, mountains and deserts. They also created people, plants and animals.
Dreamtime stories explain how all things came to be, such as why echidnas have spikes and how
kangaroos got their long tails.

As part of the Dreamtime, the ancestral spirits gave each tribe its own land, hunting tools and spiritual
emblems (called totems). They also made special sites to show the Aboriginal people which places were
sacred. To this day, Aboriginal people perform special ceremonies and customary songs near sacred sites
to please the spirits. They believe that the spirits continue to live in the land or in the sky above and are
watching over their creations.

Dreamtime is not only the story of how the universe came to be and how everything was created, it also
declared the laws of the land and how people were to treat one another and the land on which they live.
Dreamtime gives cultural rules to Aboriginal people about how they should behave. One of the most
interesting things about the Dreamtime is that it does not just explain the past. Aboriginal people think of
the Dreamtime as something that has no end – it is relevant to the present and the future and the ancestral
spirits are still active today.

FIRE CARRIER

Fun fact!
What is the Dreamtime?

As the weather in Melbourne changes, it seems likely that some thunderstorms will
come our way. Did you know that ‘Mamaragan’ or ‘Namarrkon’ is the ancestor
spirit responsible for storms? Namarrkon is known as the lightning spirit. He soaks
up the rays of sunshine which forms a 'cape' around his shoulders. Namarrkon is
rarely seen at ground level, as he lives high up in the sky riding storm clouds.
Namarrkon makes thunderous noises by clashing the stone axes attached to his
head, elbows and knees against the clouds. Pre-monsoon season each year he
appears reminding people to be respectful of the spirits. If people disobey the law
Namarrkon hisses, crackles and even strikes the offender with fiery spears of
lightning. Images of Namarrkon are found in caves and on rock surfaces in Kakadu
and Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory.

Kara S, FIRE Carrier

References:
https://australianstogether.org.au/discover/indigenous-culture/aboriginal-spirituality
http://www.workingwithindigenousaustralians.info/content/Culture_2_The_Dreaming.html
https://www.aboriginalcontemporary.com.au/pages/what-is-the-dreamtime-and-dreaming
https://www.aboriginal-art-australia.com/aboriginal-art-library/aboriginal-dreamtime/

https://australianstogether.org.au/discover/indigenous-culture/aboriginal-spirituality
http://www.workingwithindigenousaustralians.info/content/Culture_2_The_Dreaming.html
https://www.aboriginalcontemporary.com.au/pages/what-is-the-dreamtime-and-dreaming
https://www.aboriginal-art-australia.com/aboriginal-art-library/aboriginal-dreamtime/


Tip #2 - Use a compost bin
A compost bin is a bin that is used to dispose
of organic food items, for example fruit and
vegetable scraps, as well as garden waste. My
family has a compost bin and we put all our
organic food waste in it. 

One reason you should get a compost bin is so
you put your food waste in it instead of putting
it in a recycling or waste bin. The impact of
putting organic food waste in the garbage
which ends up in landfill is it pollutes the air
with greenhouse gases creating poor air
quality.

The iSea iCare Ambassadors would like to share their tips with you on how to reduce single use plastics.
Each newsletter, the Ambassadors will share ideas with you on ways to reduce waste, recycle single use
plastics and alternative ways of storing food.

By Ollie R on behalf of the iSea iCare Ambassadors

Organic waste breaks down into nutrient rich substances called humus, which is great for the garden. This is
why you should get a compost bin.



House Cross Country competition was for Grade 3 - 6. It was held in miserable weather and the students had
an amazing attitude and competed with enthusiasm.

Hi my name is Ellie and my name is Olivia. On Monday the 10th May we did cross country. We had cross
country at DFO park. To get there we took a bus. It was really fun. Once we got there we sat in our house
team. The house teams are called Lourdes (red) Mackillop (gold) Fatima (green) Bridgid (blue). First the year
6 girls went, then year 6 boys, then year 5 girls, then year 5 boys, then year 4 girls, then year 4 boys, then
year 3 girls, and lastly year 3 boys. The year 5/6s ran 3k and the year 3/4s ran 2k. It was really fun. I came
5th (Ellie) and I came 3rd (Olivia) . We enjoyed it so much.
By Olivia C and Ellie M

We wish the following students all the very best as they compete in the upcoming District Cross Country
Championships:

12 Girls
Emily G

Gemma S
Keeley W
Imogen D

Aisla R
Ella L

Larasati K
Lily T

Macy G
Ava G

11 Girls
Neve H
Keira K
Olivia C

Darcey F
Mia K
Lily K

Davida P
Pia M
Zara C

9-10 Girls
Maggie F
Isabella K

Eliza O
Darci H
Ellie M

Isabelle M
Sara T

Indie-Mae O
Charlotte B

Olivia W
Eleni B

12 Boys
Cash C

Daniel M
Xavier K
Callum T
Ryan C
Joel C

Jordan K
Darcy H

Thomas H
Conor V

11 Boys
William C
Elliot D

Jensen H
Ashton B
Xander M
Freddie B
Oscar L
Ryder M
Benji C

Harper D

9-10 Boys
Noah M
Tony M
Blake S

William K
Jonathan W
Connor W

Miller H
Alastair D

Luke R
Hanry B







When a child is absent from school, please contact the school office by 9.30am on the day of child's absence.
You can contact the school office by emailing attendance@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au

FROM THE OFFICE

Absenteeism

child's name
child's class
reason for absence

Please be reminded to include:

Thank you to those that have already paid there Term 2 fees.  Just a friendly reminder
that Term 2 fees were due today, Friday 30 April.  Monthly statement of accounts will be
eissued next week.

School Fees

If you were recently unable to claim in Term 1 but have received a Health Care Card that was valid on the
first day of Term 2, you are eligible to claim the CSEF allowance.

A payment of $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for eligible secondary school students will
be paid directly to the school to be used towards the cost of camps, sports and excursions for the benefit of
the student. You will also receive a discount of $500 off your OLA school fees per child.

Please contact Gabrielle if you have any CSEF queries.

Applications form are available at the school office.

Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF)

Government school for Year 7 in 2022
If you wish your child to attend a government school for Year 7 in 2022, please see Gen O'Meara (Senior Level
Leader)

State wide placement timeline and procedures for 2021-2022 

Information packs will be sent home - it will include the Application for Year 7 Placement 2022 form.

Friday 14 May: Parents/Carers return the Application for Year 7 Placement 2022 form by this date,

Wednesday 4 August: Parents/Carers of Year 6 students are notified of Year 7 placement offers, in writing.



ADDITIONAL NOTICES


