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Lenten Prayer for Transformation
Loving Father,
I invite you into my life today
and make myself available to you.
Help me to become the-best-version-of-myself
by seeking your will and becoming a living example
of your love in the world.
Open my heart to the areas of my life that need to change
in order for me to carry out the mission
and experience the joy you have imagined for my life.
Inspire me to live the Catholic faith
in ways that are dynamic and engaging.
Show me how to best get involved in the life of my parish.
Make our community hungry for best practices
and continuous learning.
Give me courage when I am afraid,
hope when I am discouraged,
and clarity in times of decision.
Teach me to enjoy uncertainty and lead your Church
to become all you imagined it would be
for the people of our times.
Amen.
https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever/prayers-for-lent

Dear Families,
What a wonderful turn out for our first Working Bee on
Saturday morning. Thank you to all families who gave of their
time so generously. The school looks amazing and the sense
of pride is very strong. Thank you for spreading over three
truck loads of mulch for our gardens, redistributing soft fall on
the Adventure playground, cleaning up the car park and bike
rack areas. Even the shed was reorganised and a huge
clean out undertaken. We accomplished much and certainly
made our school a safer and well cared for place to be.
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On Thursday 20 February our Year 3 families participated in
the Reconciliation Family Night at our OLA Church. It was
lovely to join the students and their families and learn more
about the history of Reconciliation and the place it holds in
our Catholic faith.
Our Middle School Leader Michela Vella read a
beautiful book titled ‘Once’ which captured the
children and adults alike.Thank you to Kim, Michela,
Michelle, Caitlan, Fr Alan and our Parish catechists. It
was a lovely way to begin preparation for this special
Sacrament.

How stunning are the sunflowers
appearing around the school and parish
offices and buildings. We thank Brigette
and her team of students participating in
the Garden Club for their work around
the school and for growing these
stunning flowers outside our Art Room.

2 Weeks at a Glance
Thursday 27 March - 1.30pm - 8.00pm Parent Teacher Meetings (Studentsl finish at 1.00pm)
- 7.30am Swim Squad
Friday 28 March
- 2.30pm Level Lenten Prayer Service (more information on page 12)
- 9.00-11.00am Senior Summer Interschool Sports (home game)

Week 6
SWELL Focus - My Strengths & Challenges
Monday 2 March

District Swimming
2.30pm - 1/2ST Whole School Assembly

Tuesday 3 March

7.30pm - P&F Meeting

Wednesday 4 March

9.15am - 1/2ST Parish Mass
6.30pm - Prep Parent/Child Workshop (Please note
Change of Time)

Thursday 5 March
Friday 6 March

9.15am - 5NC Class Mass
9.15am & 6.00pm - School Tours
2.30pm - Level Lenten Prayer Service
9-11am - Senior Summer Interschool
Sports (away game)

2 Weeks at a Glance
Week 7
SWELL Focus - Encouragement & Positive Talk

Monday 9 March

Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 10 March

Advanced Life School Photos
(Please wear full school summer uniform and bring
runners if this is a PE day)

Wednesday 11 March

Kingston Division Swimming Carnival
6.30pm & 7.30pm Reconciliation

Thursday 12 March

9.15am - 5FJ Class Mass
9.15am - School Tours
6.30pm - Reconciliation

Friday 13 March

Ride 2 School Day
2.30pm - Level Lenten Prayer Service
Senior Summer Interschool Sport
Lightening Premiership Day

Grade 6 Jumpers
Each year in Term 1 our Grade 6 students are handed their Grade 6 level jumpers which they take
great pride in wearing throughout the year, even on sunny hot days! We handed these to the
students on Monday in front of the school and their delight was obvious. It was lots of fun and
hopefully a memorable moment for our senior students. Please ensure you label the jumpers!!

Fire Carriers

The FIRE Carrier Program at OLA seeks to keep the Reconciliation flame alight. As a
school and a community that acknowledges that our school is on Boon wurrung land, the
FIRE Carrier project allows us to demonstrate our support and encouragement for
Indigenous Australians through word and action, not only those in our local community,
but also to all Indigenous Australian communities.
The purpose of this program is to provide opportunities for our school and community to
develop awareness and understanding of Indigenous culture. Through this, we foster and
encourage the development of relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
schools, the local and the wider community.
Throughout the year our FIRE Carriers will:
raise awareness and promote Indigenous culture at OLA
fundraise for ‘Open the Doors Foundation’
represent OLA at community events and gatherings
help with Reconciliation activities and celebrations
participate and lead Aboriginal prayer and liturgy
We invite you to our 1/2ET Whole School Assembly on Monday 16 March at 2.30pm where
we will also hold our FIRE Carrier Commissioning Ceremony.

Kinder Postcards
We are sending home a Kinder Postcard that I am gradually delivering to each of our local
Kinders. We wanted each of our families to see what we are doing and if you know someone in
your street looking for a school for their child, you might like to give them the postcard or you might
choose to display on your fridge! We began yesterday by visiting Minnows and Evesham kinders
and gave them Kinder Postcards for their 3 year old and 4 year old kinder families.

Assemblies & Newsletters
We will alternate weeks between the Newsletter (odd weeks) and the Whole School Assembly
(even weeks). At the Whole School Assembies we will present awards and have a class showcase
and celebrate the learning from their classroom. All welcome!

Assembly Roster

Term 2
Week

Term 1
Week

Date

Class Allocated

2

No assembly - First Eucharist Reflection Day

4

4 May

1/2CM

6

18 May

PKM

Date

Class Allocated

4

17 February

None

6

2 March

1/2ST

8

1 June

5FJ

8

16 March

1/2ET

10

15 June

5NC

Term 3
Week

Term 4

Date

Class Allocated

Week

Date

Class Allocated

2

20 July

4/5FL

2

12 October

4JD

4

3 August

Wakakirri Performance

4

26 October

4SE

6

17 August

6GO

6

9 November

3MV

8

No assembly

School Closure Day

8

23 November

3MC

10

14 September

6MB

10

7 December

None

School Tours
Yesterday we had our first official
School Tour for 2020 and it was lovely
to welcome new families through our
school. The core leadership team,
school captains and I began with a
presentation about sharing our story at
OLA and what we love about our
school. We then walked our families
through the school showcasing our
calm and happy classrooms. It was
great for the visiting families to see the
engaging displays as well as the school
gardens and grounds looking amazing..

School Website
As we continue to build our online presence and showcase all that is good about our school we
are keen to go live with our new website. We have sent our photo and video permissions on
CareMonkey today and hope that all in the school have signed off on this so we can launch our
new website on Thursday at the Parent Teacher Meetings. It is an exciting time and we look
forward to launching social media options in the coming weeks as well. On the website I write the
following welcome and wanted to share this with you here:
Welcome to Our Lady of the Assumption
(OLA) Parish Primary School, Cheltenham. We
are a Child Safe school promoting the safety,
wellbeing and inclusion of all children. We are
located 20km south of the centre of
Melbourne. We are proud of our Catholic faith
and tradition and this underpins all areas of
school life as evidenced by relationships,
language and rituals. The connection with our
parish is strong and this reputation is highly
valued in the wider community.
We enjoy a strong sense of community, with this being one of our greatest strengths at OLA. The
teachers have a deep understanding of their students as individuals and of their personalities and
this knowledge is used to engage the students to thrive and to be their best.
At OLA Parish Primary School we are a community dedicated to creating a collaborative culture
of learning where children learn to problem solve and think critically and creatively. Our teachers
are passionate about children, learning and life and we know that good relationships are at the
heart of good teaching. We are committed to maintaining the highest standards in Literacy and
Numeracy whilst nurturing the wellbeing of each student.
At OLA we enjoy a positive and welcoming
culture where we celebrate strengths and
promote a growth mindset. We are about
modelling and forming positive habits of
thought, speech and behaviour.
Celebration, rhythm and structure are at the
heart of school life at OLA. We believe in
creating happy memories and we do this
through providing exciting and enjoyable
class, year level and whole school events.

We aim to nurture gratitude, empathy, mindfulness
and strong connections within our community. From
day to day we reflect on what has worked well which
allows us to build on successes and continue to
improve. We want our students to flourish and reach
their potential by knowing and using their strengths
and building on them. We want our students to
identify and follow their passions and learn how to
make a difference in the world. We aim to bring
about the best in each student, enabling all to
achieve the highest goals possible.
I am excited to have joined the OLA community in Cheltenham. You are very welcome to visit
OLA - please make a time to meet with me and have a school tour of our great school.

Passtab Sign In System
Our new signing in system has been received well. We are grateful to see all visitors, including
parents, grandparents and contractors, sign-in each day using our new Passtab system in the
front office. This a school requirement and is a key component of our Child Safety regulations and
policies. Ensuring we have appropriate safety measures, reinforced by our community, is a
priority. Please note, children that arrive late or leave earlier than expected must also be signed in
or out using this system.

CareMonkey
How does a user share a profile with a
second parent or carer?
In some of my recent conversations with parents, there has been an interest around having two
parents share their child's profile on CareMonkey. Andy Wright, one of our Dads shared this link
to support those parents wanting to take this option up. Andy has followed the steps at this link
and has successfully enabled him and his wife Sally to have dual access. Please let me know if
you require any further support with this. Andy is also willing to help parents navigate this.
https://desk.zoho.com/portal/caremonkey/kb/articles/how-does-a-user-share-a-profile-with-asecond-parent-or-carer

About Sharing Profiles
Care Profiles are not just designed to be shared with schools, clubs and other organisations.
They can be shared with anyone at the discretion of the Profile Owner (i.e., parents, adult club
members, adult participants, employees, etc.)
A Profile Owner can give another person (such as a second parent) 'View only' or 'View &
Modify access'.
If 'View & Modify access' is provided, the other person is given the ability to modify the profile
and respond to eForms in the same way as the Profile Owner can.
If 'View only' access is given then the other person can only see the profile (but not change it).
This is suitable for babysitters, family members, and parents of the child's friends, so they can
view the child's profile and know what to do and who to call in an emergency.
-Thank you all for your understanding and patience with the start of year sign offs and permission
forms. It is important that we follow our policies around protecting our students, staff and
families.
Thank you to all parents involved in helping make pancakes for all the students at OLA. It was a
great treat for all involved (even the staff!!). You are all welcome to join us all for Mass on Ash
Wednesday at 9.15am. We look forward to seeing all our parents at the Parent/Teacher
Meetings on Thursday. May the week ahead be a good one for each and every one of you.
Richard Jacques
Principal
All students attending Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School have the right
to feel safe and be safe. The highest possible standard of care, safety and wellbeing of
children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school
community.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Term 1 2020
February 2020
27 Thursday

28 Friday

Swim Squad 7.30am
Student Dismissal 1.00pm
Parent Teacher Interviews 1.30pm - 8.00pm
Level Lenten Prayer Service 2.30pm

March 2020
2 Monday
3 Tuesday
4 Wednesday

5 Thursday

6 Friday
9 Monday
10 Tuesday
11 Wednesday
12 Thursday

13 Friday

16 Monday
17 Tuesday

18 Wednesday

19 Thursday
20 Friday
22 Sunday

District Swimming (Mentone Grammar School) 9.00am
Whole School Assembly 2.30pm - 1/2ST
P&F Meeting 7.30pm
iSea iCare Excursion
1/2ST Parish Mass 9.15am
Prep Parent/Child Workshop 6.30pm
5NC Class Mass 9.15am
School Tours 9.15am
School Tours 6.00pm
Level Lenten Prayer Service 2.30pm
Labour Day Public Holiday
Advanced Life School Photos
Kingston Division Swimming Carnival 8.45am
Reconcilation 6.30pm & 7.30pm
5FJ Class Mass 9.15am
School Tours 9.15am
Reconciliation 6.30pm
Ride 2 School Day
Summer Lightening Premiership
Lenten Level Prayer Service
Whole School Assembly 2.30pm - 1/2ET & FIRE Carrier
Commissioning Ceremony
Have a Ball Day 8.00am - 8.30am
Cultural Classrooms Assembly 9.00am
Culture Classrooms Incursion
Convicts & Captains Middle School Incursion
1/2CM Parish Mass Visit
School Tours 9.15am
6GO Class Mass 9.15am
Harmony Day at OLA
Level Lenten Prayer Service 2.30pm
School Tours 10.00am

Religious Dimensions

Reconciliation Parent/Child Workshop

Thank you to all our families who came along to our Reconciliation Parent/Child workshop
last week. We hope you gained a better understanding of the Sacrament and enjoyed the
opportunity to partake in family activities and conversation of the Sacrament.

Lent
Today is Ash Wednesday, and it marks the beginning of
Lent. Thank you to all who were able to join us for the
beautiful Mass and distribution of ashes this morning. We
call it Ash Wednesday because many Christians around the
world receive a cross of ashes on their foreheads. God’s
people have used this sign for hundreds of years. This cross
of ashes tells friends and neighbours that we are not perfect,
and that we know we are not perfect. With God’s help we
can try to reach out to others with more love and kindness
especially in our own families, our school and parish
communities and in our world and think about how we can
be better people. The ashes also remind us that God brings
new life where before we could see none.
As we begin this season of Lent today, we know that things
happen in life that require struggle and resilience. We need to
allow ourselves to be helped and to be loved.

Religious Dimensions

Lenten Prayer Services
Parents are invited to an opportunity for Lenten Prayer on Friday afternoons for the rest of
Term 1. Please see details below:
Preps and Juniors – Fridays 2:30pm Brigid Hall
Middles – Fridays 2:50pm Brigid Hall
Seniors – Fridays 2:30pm Upstairs Senior Area.

Project Compassion
During the season of Lent we raise money for
Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion. The
students all have donation boxes in their classrooms
and we ask people to donate what they can during
this time. By donating, you are empowering
communities with hope and helping those in great
need to shape a better future for themselves, their families and their communities. You can
donate through the boxes at the school or the church, by phoning 1800 024 413 OR visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion.

First Week of Lent
(School Week beginning 2nd March)

Around 2.8 million children in the Philippines do not go to school.*
We begin Project Compassion learning about the story of Shirley. Shirley was
struggling to support her family and keep her children in school. She faced
regular discrimination and disadvantage, limiting her family's access to food,
education, employment and healthcare.
With Caritas Australia's support, Shirley trained to become an indigenous
health worker. She has learnt to supplement her income and is able to feed
her family. The program has also empowered Shirley to send her children to
school. Watch a short film about Shirley's story.
Let's go further, Together! Please support the Project Compassion:
lent.caritas.org.au
*UNICEF Philippines

Religious Dimensions
Second Week of Lent
(School Week beginning 9th March)

In Cambodia, 1 in 8 people live below the poverty line. *
This week through Project Compassion we learn about Phany (pronounced
Parn-ee).
Struggling to earn a living as a farmer in Cambodia, Phany was forced to leave
her daughter behind in the village to take up construction work in the city.
Thankfully, through a Caritas funded program, Phany learnt new farming
techniques which enabled her to get a better yield from her vegetable crops and
to conserve water in her drought-stricken region. Phany's community also took
part in training in health, nutrition, hygiene and disaster preparedness, arming
them with better strategies to cope with environmental changes. Watch a short
film about Phany's story.
Let's go further, Together! Please support the Project Compassion:
lent.caritas.org.au

Caitlan Taig
Religious Education Leader

Ride 2 School Day
Once again we are participating in
Ride2School Day on March 13th. The
SRC's will stamp your hand as you ride
into school. We will collect house
points and announce the winner in
Assembly. Ride2School Day is great for
the environment, your health and you
are supporting your house. Join us on
March 13th.
Mrs Eva Traynor & The SRC Team

2020 SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS
School fee accounts were emailed last week, if you have not received yours please check your junk
mail.
Should you require another copy please contact Gabrielle McGee or Alicia Robertson on 9584 9488.
To clarify the term payments for those wishing to pay by three term instalments, see below:
Family Fee is $2,817.00 per family divided into three terms is $939.00.
Student Levies $783.00 are per student which is divided into three terms is $261.00 per student
Additional Fees
Grades Prep through to Grade 4 only - Swimming Levy - $110.00 per student
Grades 5 & 6 only - Camp Fee $330.00 per student
Grades 5 & 6 only - Senior Swim Program $110.00 per student
Grade 6 only - “A Day on the Town” $95.00 per student
We hope this clears up any confusion for families.
If you are having any difficulties please do not hesitate to contact Richard Jacques (Principal)
on 9584 9488 or Fr Alan Fox on 9583 6161.

Reminder...
On Monday we sent out a Cybersafety, Privacy
and Photo Permission form on Caremonkey.
I would like to draw this to your attention if you
haven't seen it already and ask that all families
complete this by tomorrow, Thursday 27th
February. Thank you.
Mrs Caitlan Taig
Deputy Principal

at

Lunchtime clubs at OLA offer students the opportunity to engage and participate in
activities that they enjoy and are passionate about, socialise with groups of multi-age
students, 'take a break' from the playground or try something new.

Term 1 lunch clubs on offer:

Monday
Library
Wakakirri

Wednesday
Drawing

Tuesday
Taiko
Hip Hop

Thursday
Library
Community
Wakakirri

Friday
Walk and Talk (8.15am on the oval)

The Eggscellent Awards
are back!!!
Students will be nominated for outstanding
behaviour or learning by their teachers.
These students will receive an award and
some of our hen’s eggs.

at

SWELL Weekly Foci/Theme

at
Parent Support Group Meetings (PSGs)
If your child requires adjustments to their learning, a program support group meeting
brings together key people to support the inclusion of your child from the time of
enrolment at kindergarten until they move to school. The group will include:
you - as your child's parent ot carer
class teacher
external support services
As a key member of the group you can help make decisions about your child’s learning,
development and wellbeing.
As the Learning Diversity and Wellbeing leader I will lead the Wellbeing meetings and
Chrisitne Thredgold will lead the Intervention meetings. If your child requires a PSG for
either Wellbeing or Intervention you will be notified by Caremonkey and be able to
choose a time slot. Below is the list of PSG dates for the year.
Parent Support
Meetings 2020
Term 1

Wellbeing PSGs
Monday 16 March
Wednesday 18 March

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Intervention PSGs
Thursday 19 March
Friday 20 March

Monday 15 June

Wednesday 17 June

Tuesday 16 June

Friday 19 June

Tuesday 1 September

Thursday 3 September

Wednesday 2 September

Friday 4 September

Monday 30 November

Thursday 3 December

Tuesday 1 December

Friday 4 December

Josy Reeder
Learning Diversity and Wellbeing Leader

OLA Parish Primary School
Fundraising Day

Proudly Sponsered By:

Tuesday 17 March 2020
putting smiles on the faces of kids in need
8.00-8.30am
plus a 9.00am Cultural Classrooms Assembly

On Tuesday 17th March 2020, be part of a
fantastic fundraising event day at our school for an
exciting charity called the “Have a Ball Foundation”.
We would appreciate if you could please bring in:
A new or good condition used ball, Footy
Boots OR a gold coin donation.
All balls can be of any type of sporting balls as
pictured in this brochure.

All donated sporting balls will be
collected and sent to kids in need
in the very remote areas of
Australia. Additionally, 100% of all
gold coin donations raised as part
of this event will be distributed to a
number of remote schools and
communities to assist with a
number of projects related to the
education, health and well-being
of Indigenous kids.
We look forward to a successful
day and appreciate your support
in bringing smiles on the faces of
many kids in remote outback
schools and supporting the health
and well being of indigenous
Australians.

The ‘Have a Ball
Foundation’ was
established to put smiles
on the faces of young
indigenous children by
providing sporting balls to
schools and communities in
remote areas of outback
Australia and to encourage
a healthy, active, and fun
sporting life as well as raise
money to support their
health and well-being.
The foundation seeks
assistancefrom wellestablished schools to
participate in holding a
“bring a ball’ event day,
where children can either
donate a new or good
condition ballor a gold coin.

Future Football (Soccer) After School Program
OLA have partnered up with Future Football to provide an after school football (soccer)
program.
I had John and Jasper from Future Football come to our school last year and run classes
with some students and was very impressed with the activities, drills and skills training
that the children participated in.
Future Football already offer after school programs at Elsternwick PS and Firbank
Grammar.
Sessions will run on a Wednesday
afternoon commencing Term 2,
however, in Term 1 there will be two
free trial sessions so parents and
children can see if this is something
they would be interested in.
Due to the size of our grounds and
Future Football having a 1:10 ratio,
there will be a limit of 10 children per
age group in Term 2 - on a first
registered first served basis.
Sessions will run from 3:20-4:20pm and
cost $15 a session. Children will be in 2
groups, Prep-2 and 3-6.
If your child is interested in soccer this
can be a great way to have them
enhancing their skills without the costs
involved in joining a team, uniform etc.
If we do have an overwhelming
response, we may look at offering
another day.

Liz Thompson
PE Teacher

CANTEEN NOTICES

ADDITIONAL NOTICES

