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Remembrance Day
Reader:
We inherit the world,
the whole of history,
our place on earth,
our place in time,
our fortune, good or bad,
pure chance.
Now,
in one picture,
we see our entire planet:
one world,
one race,
one future,
bound together
for the first time.
Ours
for the breaking
or the making.
David Roberts

All: Today we remember with thanksgiving those who
made the supreme sacrifice in time of war. We pray that
the offering of their lives may not have been in vain.
Today we dedicate ourselves to the cause of justice,
freedom and peace; and for the wisdom and strength to
build a better world.
Reader:
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his
love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be complete.
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command you. John 15: 9-14
All: They shall grow not old, As we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn. With
the setting of the sun, and in the morning we will
remember them.

Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School
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Dear OLA Families,
What a short week we have had with the Melbourne Cup Long Weekend. This public holiday is often a
welcomed break as we enter the busy months of November and December. We hope you all loved the
sunshine and had the opportunity for some precious family time.

The next 2 weeks at a glance...
Sunday 8 - Sunday 15 November

NAIDOC Week

Monday 9 - Friday 13 November

Talent Quest performances in class groups

Tuesday 10 November

Review Day 2 with Trish Cowling

Wednesday 11 November

Remembrance Day Prayer Service

Thursday 12 November

Review Day 3 with Trish Cowling

Thursday 12 November

7pm Prep 2021 Information Evening for new and current families

Friday 13 November

OLA Little Long Walk - Students to please wear black red or
yellow t-shirts with the OLA sports uniform

Tuesday 17 November

Prep 2021 Transition Day 1

Tuesday 17 November

7.30pm OSAC Meeting

Thursday 19 November

Year 5 Camp experience onsite

Friday 20 November

Year 6 Camp experience onsite

Review
Our first day of Review, with Trish Cowling, on Tuesday 27 October was a huge success! All the
preparation and organisation of the Child Safe Standards (CSS) and the Victorian Registration and
Qualifications Authority (VRQA) minimum standards and requirements for registration were met. A
huge effort by all and a special mention and big thank you to Caitlan, Josy, Gab and Alicia for your
support with the preparation of the three folders of evidence. Trish was very impressed and
commended the team for the organisation and presentation of the evidence and the cleanliness of the
school grounds and buildings. We were very proud and grateful to all at OLA for helping make this first
part of review so successful. There is lots to celebrate.
Our reviewer, Trish Cowling is an Educational Consultant, School Reviewer and the Past Principal of
Genazzano FCJ College here in Melbourne. We were so proud to hear Trish say things like…

I can’t believe all the space you have there in Cheltenham!
I can’t get over the cleanliness of the grounds and buildings
Excellent security.
Parents must be thrilled with the school - it’s beautiful.
Absolutely impressive tour guides (referring to Caitlan and Josy!)

Parent Voice During Review
The reviewer will be speaking with a sample of parents and members of Our Lady of the Assumption
Parish Primary School Advisory Council (OSAC). Please let me know if you would like to speak to the
reviewer to assist us in the next stage of school improvement. We look forward to conversations
around what is working well, what could we do better and what’s going to assist us in moving forward.
Students, staff and Fr Alan will also have an opportunity to meet and speak with the school reviewer.

Author Visit - Felice Arena
What an honour it was for us here at OLA to host the ‘spectacular’
children’s book author Felice Arena over the last couple of days on
Zoom. We all loved Felice’s enthusiasm and love for reading, writing and
illustrating. We congratulate Felice on his recent YABBA Award which
recognised his impact and contribution to Australian Children’s Literature
and we can’t wait to have Felice return to us in person in the future.
Felice Arena is one of Australia’s much loved children’s authors. His books
have topped bestseller lists and garnered several awards, including six
Australian Children Choice Book Awards. Some of these include the Andy
Roid series, the Sporty Kids & The Besties books, the hugely popular
Specky Magee series, and most recently his acclaimed historical
adventure novels and CBCA notable books The Boy and the Spy,
Fearless Frederic and A Great Escape. www.felicearena.com @fleech
Instead of just saying the characters ate breakfast, Felice researched what people were eating at
the time and added lots of detail. I’m going to add detail like that to my stories. Olivia C
I liked how he gave the back story of a well known event to create his stories. Kara S
It was a fun experience to have a real author like felice on Zoom with us this morning. It was so
good to learn more about his books and how I can improve my writing. Benji C
Felice was really interesting and it was good to not just do writing or literacy this morning but
learn about a really famous author and learn about his books. He is from Melbourne and he is great
at getting an idea and turning it into a book. Ashton B

World Teachers’/LSOs & Admin Day
Last Friday we celebrated World Teachers’/LSOs & Admin Day by
decorating the staff room with chocolates and posters expressing our
gratitude to all who make up our great staff here at OLA. It is a privilege to
work alongside such a great team. It has been a huge year and the staff
have all continued to show their amazing professionalism and resilience.
The OLA P&F sent flowers in for us all to enjoy, for which we are really
grateful.

Playground Markings
Our OLA School Advisory Council (OSAC) is fantastic at looking out for grant opportunities and
partnering with us during the application process. We really appreciate OSAC's support and input in our
successful application for Kingston Council's Local Schools Community Fund. This grant has covered
the costs of playground markings that can be used for learning and play. We were glad to be able to
suprise our students after their long weekend. A shout out to both Caitlan and Adam Solomon for their
efforts in making this possible.

School Advisory Council
I take this opportunity to thank Tim Dressing and Liz Godfrey for their service to the OLA community as
active members of Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School Advisory Council. The
experience and expertise that you both have provided OLA is very much appreciated. Thank you Tim
for your exceptional role as secretary of OSAC. We know you will continue to be the best of advocates
for our wonderful school and that you will find new and exciting ways to remain connected.
As two vacancies have become available on OSAC, we are calling for nominations to fill these
positions. Please find attached on page 9, the OSAC Membership Nomination Request, which
contains detailed information regarding the role. Also please note the application closing date of
Monday 16 November. We look forward to your responses.

Parents & Friends 2021
If you would like to be part of helping our school community next year, please consider joining the 2021
P&F Committee. It is a great way to contribute to the development of the school and meet other parents.
Each year level requires two parent representatives, who are responsible for updating the parents in
their year level with important information/reminders, and organising a couple of events throughout the
year. For example, the Grade 1 reps host the Morning Tea for new and current families on the first day
of school.

A full list of the roles follows - please consider how you might be able to help out.
Chairperson
Vice Chairperson
Secretary
Treasurer
Level Reps
Function Committee Member
Feel free to chat to this year's P&F members if you want some more information or, better still, if you
would like to get involved. You can also contact me principal@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au, Martin
McDonnell, Chairperson P&F 2020 at pandfchair@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au or Kate Morina,
Secretary P&F 2020 at kate.morina@woodsbagot.com
Thanks again for your support and commitment to our school community.

Enrolments 2021
We are excited to be receiving applications for students not only in Prep for 2021 and beyond but we are
also receiving them for classes right across the school. Thank you to all who speak so positively of our
great school. Word of mouth is so important to the life of a school and the positive stories being shared
certainly help to lift the profile of our school in our local community.

Prep 2021
On Wednesday we posted a small parcel to our 2021 Prep students. Please
keep an eye out in your mailbox and if you can please capture a photo of their
excitement we would love you to share it with us and with your permission we
could place it in our next newsletter and on our social media platforms!!

Prep 2021 Parent Information Night #2
Thursday 12 November, 7.00-8.00pm
This parent Zoom meeting is for both current and new families to our community. This meeting will cover
all details relating to transitioning to OLA, including structures for the beginning of the 2021 school year,
2021 dates and other key information such as February Student ‘Rest Days’, School Readiness, forms
of communication including Operoo, Newsletter, Social Media etc. Further parent meetings will be set for
Term 1, 2021 when we can hopefully meet with parents onsite and in a more personal environment.

2021 Prep Transition Sessions
Our Prep Transition Program for our students will be structured around the regulation that
sessions can be conducted with a maximum of 10 people. Each child will attend 3 transition
sessions scheduled to take place in mid-November and early December. Each of the sessions
will run for one hour. The children will commence each session developmental play, ‘Storytime’
followed by a tour of the school site and activities in rooms such as the Library and Art Room.
Our Grade 5 students will greet their Prep 2021 buddies on arrival and lead them to where they
need to be.

Please note that due to COVID regulations parents will need to sign their child in, along with noting their
own presence, and unfortunately you will not be able to remain onsite for the hour. A formal record of
attendance is required for COVID tracing requirements.

Connection with Kindergartens
We have developed a Social Story for our 2021 Prep students that
speaks about life at school. We will be sharing these stories with our
local kindergartens (along with some new flyers) and we believe that
this story will play an important role in helping connect our future
students to OLA and assist them in knowing that school is a place to
have fun, be safe and to learn.

(Click here to view)

The Little Long Walk
We are getting very excited… We are hosting the first ever OLA Little Long Walk in partnership with the
Long Walk Foundation and proudly sponsored by Happsa Group.
The first of its kind held in Bayside Melbourne, the OLA Little Long Walk will be held on Friday 13th
November, as part of NAIDOC week. The Little Long Walk concept gives primary and secondary school
students an opportunity to learn about Michael Long and his historic walk to Canberra in 2004 to ask the
Prime Minister to put the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people back on the national agenda.
General Manager of the Long Walk Foundation, Leanne Brooke said that having OLA and Happsa
collaborate with Long Walk on this project will give students a further understanding and opportunity to
celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures. “Little Long Walks are an important way to increase
understanding, celebrate the First Peoples of Australia and promote and foster Reconciliation, unity and
respect,” Leanne said.
In the lead up to this event, our SRC and FIRE Carriers have participated in an online Aboriginal Art
Workshop where they made banners to carry at the event using ochre, wattle sap, river rocks and gum nuts.
On the day, students will start with an Acknowledgement to Country and walk the school grounds (following
Covid-19 safety regulations), carrying their banners to celebrate NAIDOC Week and Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander culture.
We would like to thank The Long Walk Foundation and Happsa
Group for choosing our school to collaborate on this project and for
giving our students an opportunity to celebrate Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander history and culture. The Long Walk Trust is a
charity inspired by AFL champion Michael Long which aims to
develop and empower Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
and also educate the broader Australian community about
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures.

Class Placements 2020
Teachers have been preparing to place students in classes for 2020. This has always been a highly
considered process, reviewing the needs and variables of all students, ultimately determining the most
effective class dynamic. It is our intention to provide well balanced class groupings; factoring the
academic, emotional, social and behavioural needs of the students.
In addition, teachers have been asking children to name friends they work and play well with for the
following year. They will also be reminded to consider students from across the entire year level in this
process. The aim being for each child to have at least one nominated friend. Forging new relationships
and broadening some tight friendship networks is actively promoted and we see this as an opportunity to
further build resilience capacity. Teachers will draw upon their collective knowledge of the students to
arrange these classes, with the final class makeup resting with the Principal.
Individual requests to teachers, made by parents, can compromise this process and inevitably inhibits
our capacity to deliver these balanced classes. Therefore, we ask parents not to send messages to, or
approach, teachers directly, or at times make, in jest, requests for certain staff for their child. We know
our families trust the professionalism of staff to meet the needs of all students. We thank parents for
directing specific 'educational' requests to the Principal during the month of October. Your
understanding and support with this is appreciated.

Bikes & Scooters
Without doubt an upside to the remote learning period has been the significant number of students
returning to school riding their bikes. Our bike rack area is bursting at the seams with bikes and
scooters. We ask that all OLA students walk their bikes and scooters to Wilson Street and Centre
Dandenong Road respectively to ensure safety for all and that our students ride safely home following
road rules and family and community’s expectations.

OH&S
OLA is committed to ensuring the health, safety and welfare of all members of the school community.
We aim to ensure that all staff feel safe and included. To achieve this, we actively engage all staff
members in regular conversations about safety and encourage them to participate in initiatives aimed at
promoting a healthy and productive work environment. Our Staff Meeting this week was dedicated to
this important focus.

School Fees
We sincerely thank our families for finalising their 2020 school fee accounts in recent weeks and politely
request any further outstanding fees be resolved by Friday, 13 November 2020.
Should you require appropriate and sensitive support with these outstanding fees, please email
feesupport@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au so that I can assist you. This email address is only viewed by
Gabrielle McGee, our school Finance and Administration Manager and myself. All correspondence is
strictly confidential.

It has been a hectic couple of weeks and the next fortnight is looking very similar!! It is an exciting time
here at OLA. Our students are really looking forward to some exciting happenings including: the OLA Little
Long Walk next Friday 13 November, the school camp alternative of onsite adventures for our Grade 5 and
Grade 6 students, the OLA Talent Quest organised for the students by the students for each class in the
school.
Thank you for your support everyone.
Richard Jacques
Principal

All students attending Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School have the right to feel safe
and be safe. The highest possible standard of care, safety and wellbeing of children and young
people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school community.

Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Primary School Advisory Board (OSAC)
OSAC Membership Nomination Request
Dear OLA Families
Your school School Advisory Council (OSAC) meets regularly to discuss ways to practically improve the school and to
work on school strategies and projects.
OSAC are now calling for member nominations to fill current vacancies. We encourage all parents to consider nominating
for one of these important posts. Please note OSAC Membership is purely voluntary and is for a three year term.
ROLE OF OSAC
The School Advisory Council exists to provide a representative structure and actively contributes to the growth and
development of the school. The purpose of the OLA School Advisory Council is:
To ensure the highest possible standard of care, safety and wellbeing of children
To ensure the Catholic ethos is maintained and nurtured
To build and sustain relationships and partnerships
To support the parish priest, the principal and the school leadership team
To ensure good governance through shared wisdom
To bear witness to the principle of subsidiarity (decisions made at the local level)
To serve the entire school community
To create futures and to consider the big picture
To seek the optimum learning environment for all students.
MEETINGS
Approximately 8 meetings per year with additional meetings as required for subcommittee work
Scheduled at monthly intervals during school terms
Held on a Tuesday evening from 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm at the School in Cheltenham or currently by Zoom
PRIORITIES FOR THE BOARD
Child Safety
Ongoing building refinements
Sustainability initiatives
IT & Digital Technologies
Cyber Safety
Road Safety

Health and Safety
Branding & marketing
Website
Maintenance and works
Landscaping
Corporate/grant fund
raising

Enhanced parish community
interaction
Skills bank
subcommittees
Continuous improvement
Review supplier contracts
Other business

APPLICATION PROCESS
Please send an email to Richard Jacques (Principal) on principal@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au stating your wish to
nominate for a seat on the School Advisory Council and a brief outline of your background and areas of interest. Please
remember to include contact details in your email. We will consider all applications and the successful candidates will be
invited to attend the last School Advisory Council meeting of the year on Tuesday 1 December at 7.30 pm
APPLICATION CLOSING DATE
Monday 16 November
The School Advisory Council provides an excellent opportunity for you to contribute to the children’s educational
outcomes and offers a forum enabling you to have your say on the direction of your school. We strongly encourage you to
consider this wonderful opportunity to make a difference.

Religious Dimensions

Remembrance Day
At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns on the
Western Front fell silent after more than four years of
continuous warfare.
The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month
attained a special significance in the post-war years.
The moment when hostilities ceased on the Western
Front became universally associated with the
remembrance of those who had died in the war. This
first modern world conflict had brought about the

mobilisation of over 70 million people and left between 9 and 13 million dead, perhaps as many as
one-third of them with no known grave. The allied nations chose this day and time for the
commemoration of their war dead.
The Australian War Memorial
The Grade 6 Social Justice Leaders will lead a prayer service to be recorded and viewed by the whole
school on Wednesday 11th November.

In Flanders Fields
By John McRae
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Caitlan Taig
Religious Education Leader

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders Fields.

FIRE CARRIER
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NAIDOC Week is an opportunity for all Australians
to come together to celebrate the rich history,
diverse cultures and achievements of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the oldest
continuing cultures on the planet.
The theme this year is Always Was, Always Will Be.
Always Was, Always Will Be. recognises that First
Nations people have occupied and cared for this
continent for over 65,000 years.

They are spiritually and culturally connected to this country.
Stories are powerful. Australia has the world’s oldest oral stories.
The First Peoples engraved the world’s first maps, made the earliest paintings of ceremony and invented
unique technologies.
Here are some interesting facts about our Indigenous culture that we will be sharing with the school during
NAIDOC Week.
The Boomerang is amongst the first flying objects invented by humans that was heavier than air.
A Corroboree is the name for Aboriginal dance rituals that include costumes and music.
The Australian Aboriginal people are one of the oldest known cultures in the world and date back more
than 60,000 years.
Land is fundamental to the wellbeing of Aboriginal people.
Australian English borrows more than 400 words from Aboriginal languages. These include: koala,
wombat, barramundi, kookaburra, boomerang, yakka and bung (which is an adjective for bad or
diseased).
The Torres Strait Islands comprise over 100 islands which were joined (annexed) by Queensland in
1879.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were Australia’s first; explorers, navigators, engineers,
farmers , scientists, diplomats, astronomers and artists.
There are more than 250 Indigenous languages including 800 dialects.
Our $50 note features David Unaipon. He was from SA and was a writer, inventor and philosopher. ( A
Ngarrindjeri man.

We are very excited about our Little Long
Walk which will be held during NAIDOC
Week on Friday 13th November.
Keeley, Gil, Elliot, Zara
FIRE Carriers
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Our Community leaders have been working
together to understand the importance OLA
has on Child Safety. They have been
visiting each class and talking about how we
make Child Safety a priority. Click the slide
above to view the slide show.
Stay Safe
Josy Reeder
Learning Diversity and Wellbeing Leader

Learning
and
Teaching

Inaugural OLA Little Long Walk
Our Lady of Assumption Parish School will host the first ever OLA
Little Long Walk in partnership with the Long Walk Foundation and
proudly sponsored by Happsa Group.
The first of its kind in Bayside Melbourne, the OLA Little Long Walk
will be held on Friday 13 November, as part of NAIDOC week.
On this day, students will start with an Acknowledgement to
Country and walk the school grounds, carrying their banners to
celebrate NAIDOC Week and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
culture.

Learning
and
Teaching

The Little Long Walk concept gives primary and secondary school students an
opportunity to learn about Michael Long and his historic walk to Canberra in 2004
to ask the Prime Minister to put the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people back on the national agenda.
The SRC and Fire Carrier leaders participated in an online Aboriginal Art
Workshop where they made banners to carry at the event using ochre, wattle sap,
river rocks and gum nuts. Thank you to Mrs Traynor and Fi Lee for leading this
great event for our school. Thank you to Sophie Massis (George 6GO) for
supporting the event.
Here are some photos of the SRC and Fire carrier’s creating the banners!

Felice Arena

Felice Arena is an Australian children's
author, actor and playwright. He is best
known for the bestselling and award-winning
Specky Magee series! We were very lucky to
have had a live session with Felice. The
student’s enjoyed listening to Felice.

Learning
and
Teaching

At OLA we use the Daily 5 literacy framework. It instills behaviors of independence, creates a
classroom of highly engaged readers, writers, and learners, and provides teachers with the time
and structure to meet diverse student needs.

Daily 5 Tasks
Daily 5 are the five tasks the students complete during the literacy block.

Read To Self

Word Work

Work on Writing

Listen To Reading

Read To Someone

Writing at home tips

Josy Reeder
Learning and Teaching Leader

Reading at home tips

OLA Talent Quest
This term we are going to have a Talent Quest. We encourage you to start forming groups with
friends in your year level, so that you will be ready for the class heats in Week 6 and level
heats in Week 7. You can also perform by yourself if you prefer.
First we will have classroom heats, held in Week 6. Then, the top 3 acts will go into the level
heats (these may be held remotely).
Remember, all acts with music need to have their song approved by a teacher, so try to hand
in the song as soon as you’ve chosen it.
All year levels are encouraged to join, and we look forward to seeing your acts! ACTS like
singing, dance, comedy, magic and more.

HAVE FUN AND WE’RE LOOKING
FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!
By Thomas M and Eloise H

Posters by Philippe A, Jasmine P and Michael P
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CANTEEN NOTICES

Term 4
Week 5

ADDITIONAL NOTICES

Australian Girls Choir Open Day
Look no further than the Australian Girls Choir (AGC) because we encourage, challenge
and inspire girls as they learn to sing, dance and perform. School aged girls are invited to
come along to our Virtual Open Day on Sunday November 22 to try our fun and inclusive
classes and learn more about being part of the AGC! Please visit our website to register to
attend our free Virtual Open Day: https://ausgirlschoir.com.au/openday2020/

